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to the Spal Pi- 


0 Vee racy ; the Puniſhing 


Pirates; the Protecti- 

JS 9 on of the Commerce 1 
and the Security of 

| the Navigation of Great Britain; na- 

| turally claims Your Patronage : For, 
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5 who fo pro e 
to as Your felf ; fo very Aer, 
. ble a Trader, and fo largely con- 

But had I not 
this publick Motive, the many Ob- 
ligations by which You have made 
me Vours, would neceſſarily call 
upon me to do it. 1 only wiſh, as 
it was my chief View in putting 
them together, theſe Papers may 
prove of Service to the Nation in 
general, as well as to Yourſelf in 
particular; that they may be the 


Meansof preventing any more of his 


Majeſty's Subjects becoming Pirates; 


and of exciting Britons readily to 


undertake the making new Diſcove- 
ries, and to behave themſelves gal- 


lantly i in the Service of their Coun- 


try; as ſo many brave Engliſh Spi- 


rits have done, to their immortal 
Honour, the 'vaſt Increaſe of the 


Treaſure and Power of the Na- 
5 tion, and the Security of that Re- 


gion , 
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ligion, Liberty, and Property, we 


all at this Day ſo peaceably and 
happily enjoy under his Majeſty's 
moſt wiſe and prudent Adminiſtra- 
tion. 

If, Sir, it was not for 4 of of- 
fending that Modefty, which is fo 
natural to You, I would enter into 


your particular Character, both as a 
Merchant and a Friend ; by taking 
Notice of the Extenſiveneſs of your 


Dealings, and by giving Inſtances 


of the friendly Offices you have done 


to Numbers of Perſons, and to ſome 


of them unſought and unexpected. 
But, however you have endeavour'd 
to conceal them from the Know- 
ledge of Mankind ; thoſe who have 
receiv'd them, have not been able to 


refrain the mentioning of them, any 
more than my ſelf in touching 


thereupon : Which I hope may in- 


duce others who ſhall come after 
You, to follow the Example You 
3 have 
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vi Dedlication. 


have ſet them, not only of being a 


great and generous Trader, but alſo 
a Citizen of the World. Tam, with 
great Truth and Reſpect, 
„ 
Var moſt obedient 
nd moſt obliged 
bumble Seruant, 
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07 the Laws | of angry Pirates, Robbers or Felons, 


and what Perſons are thereby declared to be Acceſ- 
Jaries to any Piracy, Robbery or Felony, committed 


en the Seas. "IP 


CHAP. III. 


of the Laws that declare the Penalties which 8 
manders, other Officers and Seamen are liable to, 


who ſhall not fight their Ships 07 Faye: 52. 


CHAP. IV. 


manders, Officers aud Seamen, who ſhall bravely 
Aiefend their Ships or Veſſels; and of the Rewards 
which are allowed by Law, and promifed by his 
Majeſty, to thoſe Perſons who ſhall take, ſeize and 
nr Pir rates and Robbers on the Sea. 30 


nA V. 


other Officer or Mariner, who ſball wilfully caſt 
_ away, burn, or otherwiſe deſtroy his Ship; for 
the giving a Reward to the firſt Perſon who ſhall 
fiſcover any Combination or Confederacy in the 
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Lal INTRODUCTION. P. 1 


| Of the Laws that give Encouragement to the com- 


of the Lid for puniſhing any Captain, Maſter, or 
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preventing of Seamen deſerting of Merchant Ships 


Of the Ive for 


Tiaading with the ſame. © 


The CONCLUSION. 56 
The Reader is defired to corrett the following Errata ; 
of the Preſs, occaſioned by the Author's being out 
| P Age 2. Line 30. for the read that. . 5, 4 32. 

P. 21. J. 3. after ſending read them. P. 48. J. 7. for 3 
and for intereſting read entering. P. 59. l. 28. dele to 
| after Ships read are to be fitted out. P. 67. J. 8. after 5 
| hereof read fo. P. 70. J. 1. for their read the, for 


Services read Service, and for tor read of, P. 70. 4. 20. ig . 
aſter boldeft read the. 9 855 =_ 
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in Foreign Countries; and for the puniſhing of | 


Commanders, who jog wilfully leave any Samen 
in Parts beyond the Seas. 35 


6 H A P. VI. 
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abliſping Articles and Orders for 


88 


the Regulating and better Government of his Ma- 
Jeſty's Forces at Sea; and for the preventing the © 
Captains or Commanders, or other Officers, their 
receiving on Board any of his Majeſty's Ships or © 
Veſſels of War, any Goods or Merchandize, and 

X 40 


Conſiderations for deterring Perſons from turning Pi- j 
rates and committing Piracies ; and for exciting + 
Commanders and other Officers, to defend their 
Ships, aud to take and deſtroy Pirates. +43 {| 
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of the Kingdom when the Book was printet. 7 


for on read of. P. 10. J. 28. after AG read it. 


Pirate read private. P. 52. l. 16. ofter Pirates read by, 
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o | | RELATING TO 


| Pirates and Piracies. 
D a D e ee ee e eg . ] 


The INTRODUCTIO N. | | 4 
8 = ces HE _ was given by Al- 
mighty God tor the Ule of 
Man, and is ſubject to Do- ũ 1 
8 minion and Property, as 
8 well as the Land. This has 
been ſhewn by many Wri- — 
2 ters, and is fully diſcuſſed : 
I by our own Countryman, | 
IT Mr Selden, in TY Book, 5 Mare Clauſum, 2 
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to ſhew the Claim, as well 


profeſſedly written 
as to aſſert the Right, that the Kings of Eg 
land had to the Britiſh Seas. 
Mr. Burchet, who has been for upwards of 
Thirty Years paſt Secretary of the Admiralty, 
has obliged the World with a moſt valuable and 
uſeful Work, entitled, A compleat Hiſtory of the 
moſt remarkable Tranſactions at Sea, from the ear- 
lieſt Account of Time, to the Concluſion of the late 
War with France: Wherein he has not only. 
ſhewn, that the Sea is capable of private Do- 


minion, and can have particular Proprietors, 


but that the Kings of Great Britain have a 
Right to the Sovereignty or Dominion of the 
Braip eas. ot 3 3 LY. 
And ſuch is his Majeſty's clear and indubi- 
table Right to the Dominion of the Seas of 
Great Britain, confirmed to him by immemo- 
rial Preſcription and continued Poſſeſſion, 
that all Nations muſt neceſſarily own and ad- 
mit his Claim of the Flag: But if any Nation 
ſhall preſume to deny it, and actually go about 
to diſpoſſeſs the Crown of this its undoubted 
| Right, or ſhall uſurp or incroach upon the Bri- 
tiſe Sovereignty of the Seas, which it ſo highly 
concerns the Honour and Safety of the Nation 
to maintain; the Crown of Great Britain will, 


without doubt, be never unprovided with a 


Fleet, nor backward of putting them to Sea, 


to vindicate the Right Which all our Kings 


have inſiſted upon, which the Laws and Cul- 
toms of this Kingdom have ratified and con- 


firmed, and which all Foreign Nations have, 


one Time or other, readily acknowledged. 
# When we confider, ſays the old Lord Chan- 
** cellor Shaftsbary, we are an Iſland, tis not 


& Riches 


8 


9 
— 


5 ( { 3 ) 
: 1 


e Riches or Greatneſs we contend for, yet 

ce thoſe muſt attend the Succeſs; but it is our 

cc very Being is in queſtion ; we fight pro aris 

& & focis, in this War; we are no longer 

cc Freemen, being Iflanders and Neighbours, 

e jf they maſter us at Sea; if you permit the 
Sea of our Britiſb Wife to be raviſhed, an 

| ce eternal Mark of Infamy will ſtick upon us; 

“ they deſire we would believe they beg for 
© Peace, while their true Requeſt is, only to 
ce be permitted to be Maſters of the Sea, they 

© never agreeing to any Article about the 

Flag that was clear or plain, refuſing any 
« Article of the Fiſhing, but ſuch an one as 
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* 


* 


| * might ſell them the Right of Inheritance 
; © for an inconſiderable Sum of Money, though 
7 © jt be a Royalty ſo inherent to the Crown of 
: C England, that I may ſay (with his Majeſty's 


„ Pardon for the Expreſſion) he cannot ſell it. 
” © King William, in his Declaration of War 
: | againſt France, ſets forth, © That the Right of 

e e the Flag, inherent to the Crown of England, 
5 had been diſputed by the French King's Or- 
ders, in Violation of the Britiſh Sovereignty 9 
„ _ © of the Narrow Seas; which in all Ages had 
4 E been aſſerted by his Predeceſſors, and he I 
J. © was reſolved to maintain, for the Honour of 
„ +» © his Crown, and of the Engliſh Nation, 
The Inſtances of the Flag of England having 
been duly reſpected by all Nations, and in all 
Parts of the World, are innumerable, every 
Reign producing almoſt ſome; but that the 
| Britiſh Right to the Sovereignty of the Seas, 
within certain Boundaries, are fixed and 
undoubted, does appear by its being ſtipula- 
ted by Treaty with all Nations, whom the 
1 | | | 4 Crown 
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Crown of England has had any Diſpute with on 
this Head, to this Effect; © That whatever 
C Ships or Veſſels belonging to them, whether 
e Veſſels of War, or others, or whether ſingle 


* or in Fleets, ſhall meet in any of the Seas 
ce from Cape Finiſtre to the Middle Point of 


«© the Land Van Statan in Norway, with any 
e Ships or Veſſels belonging to his Majeſty 
« of Great Britain, whether thoſe Ships be 
<« ſingle or in greater Numbers, if they carry 
« his Majeſty's Flag or Jack, ſhall ſtrike their 
„„ Flag, and lower their Topſail. © 
The King of Great Britain has not only an 


Empire and Sovereignty over the Britiſh Seas, 
but alſo an undoubted Juriſdiction and Power, 
in Concurrence with other Princes and States, 


for the Puniſhment of all Piracies and Robbe- 
' ries at Sea, in the moſt remote Parts of the 


Worlds QQ 


Piracy and Robbery at Sea is an Offence of 
that Nature, and is ſo deſtructive of all Com- 
merce between Nation and Nation, that all 
Sovereign Princes and States have thought it 
their Intereſt, and made it their Buſineſs, to 


ſuppreſs the ſame; this they have done from 


the Time of Minos King of Crete to this very 


Day, as is teſtified by moſt Hiſtorians. 
A Pirate has been always deemed, by all civi- 


lized Nations, to be one who is a Rover and 
Robber upon the Seas ; and Piracy is termed com- 
mitting Robberies upon the Seas: And from the 
Nature as well as the Wickedneſs of the Of- 


tence, a Pirate is looked upon as an Enemy to all 


Mankind, with whom neither Faith nor Oath is to 


be kept; and 1n our Law Books they are term'd 


| Brutes and Beaſts of Prey; and it is allowed to 
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be lawful for thoſe who take them, to put them 


to Death, if they cannot, with Safety to them- 
ſelves, bring them under ſome Government to 

By the Civil Law, any Perſons may take 
from Pirates their Ships or Veſſels; for thus 


ſaid the great Civilian, Dr. Zouch, In deteſtation 


of Piracy, befides other Puniſhments, it is Enatted, 


| That it might be lawful for any one to take the Ships 


of Pirates; but the Goods taken by Pirates gain 5 
not any Property againſt the Owners; for it is 
ſaid in the Roman Digeſts or Pandicts of Juſti- 


eves, neither is Poſtli- 


nian, That Perſons taken = Pirates or Thieves, are 
Hi 


not therefore Servants of 


mine neceſſary for them. And the learned Ero- 


tius ſaith, That thoſe Things which Pirates and 


Thieves have taken from us, have no need of Poſt- 
limine, becauſe the Law of Nations never granted to 


them a Power to change the Right of Property ; there- 


fore Things taken by them, whereſoever they 


are found, may be claimed. And agreeable to 
the Civil Law, are the Laws of England, which 


will not allow, that the taking of Goods by Pirates, 


does diveſt the Owners of their Property. 11 88 
As Commerce and Navigation could not be 
managed without Laws, there have been always 


particular Laws for the ordering and regulating 


Marine Afﬀairs, as well as particular Courts 


and Judges appointed, to whoſe Juriſdiction all 
' Maritime Cauſes do belong, whether Civil or 


Criminal. FE. i. 
The general Juriſdiction on Marine Affairs 
is committed, by the King of Great Britain, 


to the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners 
for executing that Office, with a juriſdiction 
_ Civil or Criminal, beſides a Power over the 


Navy, 
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lov- 
ed in the publick Service; and this Jariſdicton, 
Civil or Criminal, muſt be decided by Maritime 
Judges in the Court of Admiralty, the Chief of 
whom is known by the Stile of Judge of the 
High Court of Admiralty; within whoſe Cog- 
nizance, in Right of the Admiralty of Great 


Britain, by the Sea-Laws, and by the Laws 


and Cuſtoms of the Admiralty, are compriſed 


all Matters properly Maritime, and pertaining 


to Navigation. 


But as the Manner of the Tryal of all per- 


ſons who ſhall commit Piracies, Robberies and 


Felonies on the Seas, is regulated by particular 
Statutes made for that purpoſe; and as there 
are Statutes declaring the Puniſhments which 


ſhall be inflicted on all Principals of any Piracy, 
as well as Acceſſaries thereto, and what Penal- 
ties thoſe Commanders and Mariners ſhall be 
liable to who ſhall not defend their Ships and 
| Veeſlels, and what Encouragement ſhall be al- 
lowed to ſuch who ſhall bravely defend them, I 


conceive it very neceſſary, ſince (notwithſtand- 


ing his Majeſty having employed a proper Force 


of Ships of War for many Years paſt, for the 


Suppreſſing of Pirates) the American and other 
Seas are ſtill infeſted with them, to the great 
Interruption of the Trade and Navigation of 
this Kingdom, to diſcourſe of the Laws relating 
to Pirates and Piracies, and the Maritime Affairs 
J - 
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of the Laws for puniſhing Pirates, Robbers or Fe 


ons, and what Perſons are thereby declared to be | 
Acceſſaries to any Piracy, Robbery or Felony Com- 
mitted upon the Seas. EB ot gr 


II appears by the Preamble to the Statute 
of the 28th of Henry VIII. That before the 
making of this Law, all Traytors, Pirates, 
Thieves, Robbers, Murderers and Confede- 
rates upon the Sea, many times eſcaped unpu- 


niſhed, becauſe the Tryal of their Offences had 
been ordered, judged and determined before 


the Admiral, or his Lieutenant or Commiſ- 


ſary, after the Courſe of the Civil Laws; the 
Nature whereof was ſuch, that before any 


Judgment of Death could be given againſt the 


Offenders, either they were obliged plainly to 
confeſs their Offences, which they would never 


do withour Torture or Pains; or elſe their 


Offences were ſo plainly and directly to be 
proved, by ſach Witneſſes as ſaw their Offences 
committed, which could not be gotten but by 


Chance, or very ſeldom, becauſe the Offences 
were not only committed upon the Sea, but 
many times the Perſons robbed were mur- 
thered, who ſhould Witneſs againſt them; 
but if not, ſuch Perſons were commonly Ma- 
riners, and could not tarry long aſhore ; and 
therefore, conſidering the Protraction of Time, 


to the great Coſt and Charges, as well of the 


King's 


\ 
of 
* 
1 ba] 
, % 


King's Highneſs, as of thoſe who would pure 
ſue ſuch Offenders, it was enacted, 

„That all Treaſons, Felonies, Robberies, 
© Murthers and Confederacies, hereafter to be 
© committed 1n or upon the Sea, or in any 0- 


ther Haven, River, Creek or Place, where 


the Admiral or Admirals have, or pretend to 


© have Power, Authority, or Juriſdiction, ſhall 
© be enquired, tried; heard, determined and 
* judged in ſuch Shires and Places in the 


© Realm, as ſhall be limited by the King's 
Commiſſion, or Commiſſions, to be directed 


AR. 


if any ſuch Offence or Offences had been 
committed, or done in or upon the Land; 
and ſuch Commiſſion ſhall be had under the 
King's Great Seal, directed to the Admiral 
or Admirals, or to his or their Lieutenant, 


Aa M a&a 


Deputy or Deputies, and to three or four 


© {ſuch other Subſtantial Perſons, as ſhall. be 
named and appointed by the Lord Chancel- 

© lor of England for the Time being, from time 
© to time, and as oft as need ſhall require, to 


hear and determine ſuch Offences, after the 


common Courſe of the Laws of this Land; 
© and for Treaſons, Felonies, Robberies, 
< Murthers, Confederacies of the ſame, done 
and committed upon the Land within this 
That ſuch Perſons to whom ſuch Commiſ- 
< fon or Commiſſions ſhall be directed, or four 
_ © of them at the leaſt, ſhall have full Power and 
Authority to enquire of ſuch Offences, . and 
of every of them, by the Oaths of Twelve 


l good and lawful Inhabitants in the Shire li- 
mited in their Commiſſion, in ſuch like Man- 


© ner 


for the ſame, in like Form and Condition as 
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F 
ner and Form as if ſuch Offences had heen 
committed upon Land in the ſame Shire 3 


and that every Indictment found and pre- 
. ſented before ſuch Commiſſioners, of any Trea- 
ſons, Felonies, Robberies, Murthers, Man- 


ſlaughters, or ſuch other Offences, be com- 
mitted or done in or upon any other Haven, 
River or Creek, ſhall be good and effectual 
in Law; and if any Perſon or Perſons hap- 


pen to be indicted for any ſuch Offence done, 


or hereafter to be done upon the Seas, or in 
any other Place above limited, that then ſuch 
Order, Proceſs, Judgment and Execution 
ſhall be uſed, had, done and made to and 
againſt every ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſo being 
indicted, as againſt Traytors, Felons and 

Murtherers, for Treaſon, Felony, Robbery, 

Murther, or other ſuch Offences done upon 

the Land, as by the Laws of this Realm is 
accuſtomed : And that the Tryal of ſuch 

Offence or Offences, if it be denied by the 
Offender or Offenders, ſhall be had by 
Twelve lawtul Men, Inhabitants in their li- 

mited Shire within ſuch Commiſſion, as ſhall 

be directed as is aforeſaid, and no Challenge 
or Challenges to be had for the Hundred: 
and ſuch as ſhall be Convi& of any ſuch Of- 
fence or Offences, by Verdict, Confeſſion, or 
Proceſs, by Authority of any ſuch Commiſ- 
ſion, ſhall have and ſuffer ſuch Pains of Death, 
Loſſes of Lands, Goods and Chattels, as if 
they had been attainted and convicted of any 
Treaſons, Felonies, Robberies or other Of- 
fences done upon the Land. 5 
Thus ſtood the Law in relation to the Tryal 


Of Pyrates, until the Act of the 11th and 12th 


C Years 


(10) 
Tears of King Pris III. entituled, An 47 
for the more effettual Sup preſſion of Piracy. In the 
Preamble of which it 1 is obſerv d, That ſince the 
making of the Act of Henry V III. and eſpecially 
of late ears, it has been found by Exycriante; 
that Perſons comchitting Piracies, Robberies 
and Felonies on the Seas in or near the Euſt 
and Weſt 3 and in Places very remote, can- 
not 3 ught to condign Puniſhment with- 
out great Tr ble and Charges in ſending them 


into E gland, to be tried within the Realm, as | 


the laid Statute directs; inſomuch, that many 
idle and profligate Perſons have been thereby 


eneduraged to turn Pirates, and betake them- N 


ſelves to that ſort of wicked Life, truſting that 


they ſhall not, or at leaſt cannot eaſily be que- 


| Kivned for ſuch their Piracies and Robberies by 
reaſon of the great Trouble and Expence that 


will neeeſſarily fall upon ſuch as will RESP. 


to apprehend and proſecute them for the ſame ; 
and as that the Numbers of them are of late 
very much increaſed, and their Inſolenties ſo 
great, unleſs Tome ſpeedy Remedy be provided 
to ſuppreſs them by a TX and more eaſy wa 

for putting the ancient Laws in that behalf in 
Execution, the Trade and Navigation into re- 
mote Parts will very much ſuffer ten and 
therefore in the ſaid Act is enacted, 


That all Piracies, Felonies, and Robbe⸗ A 
© ries,” committed in or upon the Sea, or in 


6 any Haven, River, Creek, or Place, where 
* the Admiral or Admirals have Power, Au- 
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9 © thority or Juriſdiction, may be examined, « ; 


3 


© enquired of, try'd, heard, and determin'd, 


adjud d according to the Directions ok be 


* « tis Act, in any Place at Sea, or upon the 1 
8 Land, | 


3 
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* Very in any of his Majeſty's Iſlands, plan- 
c tations, Colonies, Dominions, Forts, or Fac- 
bf both to be appointed for that Purpoſe by 
©'the K ing's Canmiſfon or Commiſſions, un- 
der the Brest Seal of England, or the Seal of 
0 the Admiralty of England, directed to all or 
© any of the Admirals, Vice-Admirals, Rear- 
bt "Aﬀtaftits, Judges of Vice-Admiralties, or 
© Commanders of any of his Majeſty's Ships 
© of War; and alſo to all or any ſuch Perſon or 
E Perſons, Officer or Officers, by Name, ox 
for the Time being, as his Majeſty ſhall 
© think fit to appoint: Which ſaid Commiſſi- 
© oners ſhall have full Power, jointly or ſe- 
"© yerally, by Warrant under the Hand and 
© Seal of them, or any one of them, to com- 
* wit to ſafe Cuſtody any Perſon or Perſons 
ainſt whom Information of Piracy, Rob- 
c < bery, or Felony upon the Sea ſhall be given 
upon, Oath, (which Oath they or any of 
c e 1em ſhall have full Power, and are hereby 
f required to adminiſter) and to call and aſ- 


4 © ſemble a Court of Admiralty on Ship-board, 


© or ypon the Land, when and as often as 
© Occaſion ſhall require; which Court ſhall 
© conliſt of Seven Perſons at the leaſt, : 
That ſuch Perſons called and aſſembled 
© as aforeſaid, ſhall have full Power and Au- 
| © thority, according to the Courſe of the Ad- 
. miralty, to iſſue Warrants for bringing any 
Perſons accuſed of Piracy or Robbery before 
them, to be try d, heard, and adjudged, and 
to ſummon Witneſſes, and to take Informa- 
© tions and Examinations of Witneſſes upon 
* their Oath, and to do all Things neceſlary 


any 


»*. 
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© any Caſe of Piracy, Robbery, and Felony, and 
© ro give Sentence and Judgment of Death, 


© and award Execution of the Offenders con- 


viced and attainted as aforeſaid, according to 
the Civil Law, and the Methods and Rules 
of the Admiralty ; and that all and every 
Perſon and Perſons, ſo convicted and attain- 
ted of Piracy or Robbery, ſhall have and 
ſuffer ſuch Loſſes of Lands, Goods, and 
Chattels, as if they, had been attainted and 
convicted of any Piracies, Felonies, and Rob- 
beries, according to the forementioned Sta- 


VIIIth. 


1 


— 


And whereas ſeveral evil-diſpos d Perſons, 


in his Majeſty's Plantations, and elſewhere, 


had contributed very much towards the En- 


tute made in the Reign of King Henry the 


creaſe and Encouragement of Pirates, by ſet⸗ 


ting them forth, and by aiding, abetting, re- 


ceiving and concealing them and their Goods; 


and there being ſome Defects in the Laws then 
in Force, for the bringing ſuch evil-diſpos'd 
Perſons to condign Puniſhment, it was alſo 


enacted, by the Statute of the 1th and 12th 
JJ T neva 
That all and every Perſon and Perſons 
© whatſoever, who ſflall, either upon the Land, 
or upon the Seas, willingly and knowingly 


© ſet forth any Pirate, or aid and aſſiſt, or 


maintain, procure, command, counſel or ad- 
© viſe any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, to do 
or commit any Piracies or Robberies upon 
* the Seas, and ſuch Perſon and Perſons ſhal! 


«* 
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= 


* thexeupon do or commit any Piracy or Rob; 2 


* forth 


AS 


1 
* 


— 
* 


„ bery; then all and every ſuch, Perſon or 
8 Pexſons whatſoever, _ ſo as aforeſaid ſetting 
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+ Forth any Pirate, or dlz alitivg,” main - 
* raining, procuring, commanding, counſelling, 
<'or adviſing che ſame, either upon the Land 


dor upon che Sea, ſhall be, and are hereby 
= © declared, and ſtall be deemed and adjudged 
to be Acceſſaries to ſuch Piracy and Robbe- 


c ries done and committed. And further, that 


© after" any Piracy or Robbery is or ſhall be 


2 committed by any Pirate or Robber what - 
© ſoeyer, every Perſon and Perſons, who know- 


* ing that ſuch Pirate or Robber has done or 


55 ed ſuch Piracy and Robbery, ſhall, 
on the Land, or upon the Sea, receive, en- 
© tertain, or conceal. any ſuch Pirate or Rob- 
© þer, or receive and take into his Cuſtody, 
© any. Ship, Veſſel, Goods or Chattels, which 
have been by any ſuch Pirate or Robber pi- 
Ma rv and gene taken, ſhall be and are 
hereby likewiſe declared, deemed and adjudged 
to be acceſlary to ſuch Piracy and Robbery. 
And all ſuch Acceſſaries to ſuch Piracies and 
Robberies ſhall and may be enquired of, 
try' d, heard, determin'd, and adjudg'd after 
the common Courſe of the Laws of this 
Land, according to the ſaid Statute made in 
the 28th Year of King Henry the VIIIth, as 
the Principals of ſuch Piracies and Robberies 
may and ought to be, and no otherwiſe ; and 
being thereupon attainted, ſhall ſuffer ſuch 
Pains of Death, Loſſes of Land, Goods and 
attels, and in like manner, as the Princi- 
© pals of ſuch Piracies, Robberies and Felonies 
* ought to.ſuffer, according to the ſaid Statute | 


3 < of Kin ng Henry the VIIIth; which is hereby 


declared to " and continue in full Force any 
2 thing i in this Act contained to the contrary 
f in any wiſe ee Ic 


114). * 
It is to be obſeryed:; "that this AR of 1 I th. 
and 12th Yearsof King, Milliam, does not alter the 


Nature of the Offence of Pirates, but only) che 5 
. 0 Tryal of Pirates taken i in Foreign 4 

Parts. Fo. as by the Starute of the 28th of [5 
Ey the IIIch, all Treaſons, Felonies, Rob.. 


beries, Murthers and Confederacies committed =_ 
at Sea, were directed to be enquired of, tyy d., 
and determin'd. according to the common 
Courſe of the Laws of this Land uſed for ſuch 
7 1 x Dn the Land within this Realm; 
ts tatute it is only enacted, That all 
Kc Robberies and Fe DS in or 15 on | 
* the Sea, Oc. may be examined, en quired of, 
© try'd, heard, determined and 20 ed in 
* any Place at Sea, or upon the Land, in 77 of | 
bis Majeſty's Iſlands, Plantations, Colonies, 
Dominions, Forts or. Factories, to be ap- 
* pointed for that purpoſe by the King's Com- 
* miſſion, directed to a certain Number of 
75 * Perſons as Commiſſioners, with full Powers, 
© jointly or ſeverally, to call and aſſemble a 
Court of Admiralty on Ship-board or ; 70 
© the Land; which Court, it 15 declared, 
© conliſt of ſeen Perſons at leaſt, If ſo 9 — 


f W W AS NO ‚ ⁹⁸ãůndm a 


of the Perſons aforeſaid cannot be conve- 
. 7 aſſembled, it is farther Enacted, That 
hree af the aforeſaid Perſons (whereof t 
he Preſident or Chief of ſome of the Enghſh N 
Factories, or the Governour, Lieutenant- 0 
7. * Governouy, or Member of his Majeſty's Coun | 
cil in any of the Plantations or Colonies, o or =, 
Commander of any of his Majeſty's Ships, is 
© always to be one) ) ha bave full Power and - 
Authority to call and aſſemble any other Per- : 
c ſons Who are kaown Ver ines, F 0 
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© * 
or Factors, or Sai as are lebe Lieute- 
f 7 7 < nants, or Warrant Officers im any of his Ma- 


N 32459 


7 * A a A a * * 


* jeſty 8 Ships of War, or Captains, Maſters, 


4 . 8 Mates of ſome En gliſh Ship on Ship-board, 


or upon the Land, to make uf d tlie * umber, 
* . And 

It is provided es chat {6 fon *. che 
© C6utt ſhall be aſſembled, either on Shi 
© board; or upon the Land, the King's Com- 
© miſſion ſhall firſt be openly read, and the 
« {aid Court ſhall then be lien and pub- 


© liekly called and proclaimed ; and the 1178 


* dent ſhall in the firſt place, publickly, © 


open Court, take an Oath, that he will traly 


© and impartially try and judge the Priſoner 


or Priſoners which ſhall be brought upon 
his or their 'Tryals, and honeſtly and duly, 


on his Part, put his Majeſty's Commiſſion 
for the trying them in Execution, accordin 
to the beſt of his Skill and Knowledge; 00 
that he has no Intereſt, directly or indirectly, 
in any Shipor Goods, for thePiratically taking 
of Which any Perſon ſtands accuſed, and is 
then to be try'd. 

The Preſident having taken che Oath, he 


© is directed immediately to adminiſter the fame 


© to every Perſon who ſhall fir, and have and 
* give a Vote in the Court upon the Tryal of 
any Priſoner or | Priſoners; which done, the 

the Priſoner or Priſoners ſhall be Formally 
* broupht before'them, and then the Regiſter c 


c dhe Court ſhall openly and aan el read the 


Articles againſt ſuch Priſoner or riſoners, 
which they, or any of them is or are to 
© be wh] wherein ſhall be ſet forth the parti- 
5 calar Fact or Faith of Piracy, 7 and Fe- 
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(ln [ with-; the) Time. and Place, whe) at 
-© where, and in What manner it was committed; 
and then ſuch, Priſoner.ſhall be asked whether 
. he be Guilty ot the ſaid Piracy, Robbery or 
© Felony, or not Guilty; whereupon every ſuch 
© Priſoner ſhall immediately plead thereunto 
Guilty, or not Guilty, or elſe it ſhall be 
taken as confeſs d, and he ſhall ſuffer ſuch 
© Pains of Death, Loſs of Lands, Goods and 
c Chattles, and in like manner as if he or they 
4 had been attainted and convicted upon the 
2 Oath of Witneſles, or his own Confeſſion: 
But if any Priſoner ſhall plead Not Guilty, 
< Witneſles-ſhall. be produced by the Regiſter, 
and duly Sworn. and examined openly vivd voce 
in the Priſoner's Preſence. And after a Witneſs 
has anſwer'd all the Queſtions propoſed by the 
Preſident, of the Court, and given his Evi- 
dence, it ſhall and may be lawtul for the Pri- 
_ © ſoner to have the Witneſs croſs-examined, by 
firſt declaring to the Court what Queſtions he 
wou'd have him ask'd ; and thereupon the 
' Preſident, or the Court, ſhall interrogate the 
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have liberty to bring Witneſſes for his De- 
fence. who ſhall be Sworn and examined upon 
Oath, as the Witneſſes were that teſtified a- 
* gainſt him; and afterwards the Priſoner ſhall 
© be fairly heard what he; can ſay for himſelf: 
< Allwhich: being done, he ſhall be taken away, 
and all other Perſons, except the Regiſter, ſhall 
vithdraw from the Court; and then the Court 
ſhall conſider of the Evidence which has been 
iven, and debate the Matters and Circum- 
e of the Prifoner's Caſe; and the Preſi · 
. of the. Court ſhall co llect all the T7 
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Witneſs accordingly; and every Priſoner ſhall ö a 


* 
4 K ar 105 Paton Wha do fit, 4110 "OR Votes; in 
the Court, beginni 15. with the Junior and 
ending with himſelf; and according to the 
plurality of Voices, Sentence and Judgment 


, Wc * ſhall. be then given and pronounced publickly 
in Preſence of the Priſoner or Priſoners being 
1 0 called in again; and according to ſuch Sen- 
> | © rence or Judgment, the Perſon or Perſons at- 
, | © rainted ſhall be executed and put to Death 


5 eat ſuch Time, in ſuch Manner, and in ſuch 
, © Place upon the Sea, or within the ebbing and 

; © flowing thereof, as the Preſident or major 
; « Part. of the Court, by Warrant directed to a 
. © Provoſt Marſhal, ſhall appoint. _ 

0 ? But altho this be the manner of Tryal di- 
> teected by the 1 th and 12th of King William, 
. of every Perſon who ſhall commit Piracy, Rob-  . 
R bery or Felony on the Sea, and ſhall be taken 2. 
y by any of his Majeſty s Ship $ of Wat, or other — 
© q his Majeſty's Subjects, in labs Eaſt or Weſt In- 


e | dies, or in Countries remote from Great Britain; 


e and was enacted, as well to bring Offenders the 
1} © fooner and more eaſily to condign Puniſhment, 
S | as to fave the great Trouble and Charge of 
n ſending them into England, to be tried within 
1 9 the Realm ; yet this Statute does not alter, 
un | and it appears by the Preamble was not in- 


f: 9 tended to alter, the manner of Tryal directed by 

15 bk, the Statute of the 28th of Henry VIII. for a 
'11 F Treaſons, Robberies, Murthers 100 Confede- 
racies committed on the Seas, provided the 
en Ferſons Who ſhall commit ſuch Offences are 
N= not in the Eaſt or Weſt- Indies, or any remote 
ſt» 6 Part beyond the Seas, but Priſoners within 
4 | this 5 Rangoon, « or the Kingdom of Treland. 


„ 1 Ia 


4 e 


then in being, many idle and profligate Perſons 
Had turned Pirates, and betaken themſelves to 


or Robber upon the Seas, with any Ammu- 
© ber upon the Seas; or if any Perſon or Per- 


eh 27 bery; ſuch Gffender or Offenders, and every 4 
= of them, ſhall, in each and every of the ſaid 


to be guilty of Piracy, Felony ind: Robbery, Þ 
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In the ach Year of the Reizt of hiaoteſeri Ma- 
ny K. George, the Parliament of Great Britain, 
inding that the Number of Piracies, Felonies 
and Robberies upon the Seas were very much 
increaſed, and that notwithſtanding the Laws 


that wicked Courſe of Life, whereby the Trade 
and Navigation into remote Parts would 
great] ſuffer, unleſs ſome farther Proviſion 
was ſpeedily made for bringing. ſuch Perſons, 
and all others who ſhould be any ways aiding 
or aſſiſting, or in Confederacy with them, to 
condign Puniſhment, paſſed” all Act, entitled, 5 
An Act for the more effetiual Suppreſſi ;ng of Piracy ; 
wherein it is Enacted, 1 
That if any Commander o or Maſter of any 
c Ship or Veſſel, or any other Perſon or Per- 
„ ſons ſhall any ways trade with any Pirate 
1 by Truck, Barter, Exchange, or any other 

manner; or ſhall furniſh any Pirate, Felon 


<' nition, Proviſion, or Stores of any kind; or 
'< ſhall fit out any Ship or Veſſel, knowingly 
and with a Deſign to Trade with, or fupply 7 
© or correſ pond with any Pirate, Felon or Rob- 


c {ons ſhall any. ways conſ ult, combine, confe- mn 


= derate, or correſpond with any Pirate, Felon 2 
or Robber on the Seas, knowing him to be 


* guilty of any ſuch” Piracy, Felony or Rob- 7 


© Caſes, be deemed and adjudged, and taken © 


"0 


and he and they ſhall and ap. be enquired of, 7 Nor 
i. | * tried, 


3 (90 
os heard, and adjudged of, dd fer Aal 
or any of the Matters aforeſaid, according to 


the Statute made in the 28th of Henry VIII. 
= + r Pirates, and the Statute nude in the 
„ 1th and fzth Years of the Reign of his late 
- &< Majeſty King William the Third, entitled, In 
> Adi for the more effettual Suppreſſing of Piracy. 
1 And he and they being convicted of all or 
1 any of the Matters aforeſaid, ſhall ſuffer | 
a ſuch Pains of Death, Loſs of Lands, Goods 
85 and Chartels, as Pirates, Felons and Robbers 
8 | © upon the, Seas ought to ſuffer. And in caſe 
to © any Perſon or Perſons belonging to any Ship 
d, or Veſſel wharſoever, upon meeting any Mer- 
; © chant Ship or Veſſel upon the High Seas, or 
in any Port, Haven or Creek whatſoever, 
ny 2 © ſhallt orceably board or enter into ſuch Ship 
er- © or Veſſel; and though they do not ſeize and 
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te carry off ſuch Ship or Veſſel, ſhall throw 
over- board or deſtroy any part of the Goods or 


1er 
vi Merchandize belonging to ſuch Ship or Veſ- 
au- ſel, the Perſon or Perſons who ſhall be guil- 


or ty thereof, ſhall in all reſpe&s be deemed 
and puniſhed as Pirates, as aforeſaid. That 
every Ship or Veſſel which ſhall be fitted out 
* with a Deſign to trade with, or ſ upply or cor- 
7 reſpond with any Pirate; and all and every 
3 Goods and Merchandize put on Board the 
* ſame, for any intent or purpoſe to trade with 
; 1 any Pirate, Felon or Robber on the Seas, 
ab | hall be igſo facto forfeited; one Moiety 
thereof to the Uſe of the King's Majeſty, 
9 his Heirs and Succeſſors, the other to the 
Perlon or Perſons who ſhall firſt make Diſj- 
covery and give Information of ſuch Intent 
or E and ſuch GY or Perſons, who. 
4 D 2 * ſhall 


e ee 
5 ſhall! firſt make ſuch Diſcovery, ſhall and may 
© ſue for and recover the ſaid Ship or Veſſel, 
aud all and every the Goods and Merchandi- | 
res on Board the ſame in the High Court of 
Admiralty. 
It is to be, chlctved; that the Statute af the 
1th and 12th'' of his late Majeſty King 
William, not only altered the Manner of the 
Tryal of Pirates, whenever the Crown ſhould 
think proper to iflue out a Commiſſion or Com- 
miſſiohs, taken in remote Parts beyond the 
Seas; but alſo declared; © That all Perions who 
** ſer forth any Pirate, or was aiding and aſſiſt- 
ing to any Pirate, or concealed any Pirate, or 
received any Veſſel or Goods piratically 
taken, to be an Acceſſary of Piracy, and lia- 
ble to ſuffer as a Principal, þ bow hg to the 
Statute of the 28th of Henry the VIII.“ And 
as by the Statute of the 8th of his preſent 
Majeſty, it is further declared, © That as well 
+. ſuch; Perſons as all others, who. ſhall any 
Ways trade with any Pirate by Truck, Bar- 
ter, Exchange, or any other Manner; or fur- 
© niſh any Pirate, Felon, or Robber, with any 
© Animunition, Proviſion, or Stores of any kind; 
or. ſhall any Ways conſult, confederate, or 
* correſpond with any Pirate, Felon, or Rob- 
bberz; ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to 
be guilty of Piracy; Felony, and Robbery : 
So it is likewiſe enacted by the ſaid Act, in 
order for the more effectual bringing Perſons 
to condign Puniſhment,” if the Principal who oy 
committed any Piracy or Robbery, 1 is not or can- WM 
not be Be J to Juſtice; 7 : 1 
5 Thar all and every Perſon. whatſoever, | is 
* pho, by the bak Mare ou in 555 11th 
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1 1 ? 1 4 
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C 
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(Car * 

6.and 12th 3 of the Reign of King Wits 

„ liam the 'Third, are W to be AS, 

* or Acceſſaries to any Piracy or Robbery there- 

* in mentioned, are hereby declared, and ſhall 

© be deemed and taken to be, principal Plxates, Þþ 
© Felons and Robbers, and ſhall'and may be 4 
c enquired of, heard, determined, and adjudged, 1 
© in the ſame manner as Perſons guilty of Pi- 

« racy and Robbery may and ought to be in- 

. quired of, try'd, heard determined and ad- 

© judged. by the ſaid Statute made in the 11th 
. 84 12th Years of his late Majeſty King 
£ 
c 


% 


Milliam: and being thereupon attainted and 
© convicted, ſhall ſuffer, Pains of Death, Loſs 
© of Goods and Chattels, and in like manner, 

as Pirates and Robbers ought by the ſaid AG 

-:co-ſaffer..;- i 

It was hel neceſſary, as ſo many evil- 
diſpoſed Perſons continued in their Practiſes of 
= ag and aſſiſting of Pirates, that all Acceſſa- 

” ries ſhould be liable to the ſame manner of 

= Trial as any principal Pirates, thoſe Perſons 
having been one chief Cauſe of the committing. 

of fo many Pjracies ; not only by receiving the 

Goods piratically taken, but ſupplying the 

Pirates with Arms, Ammunition, and Provi- 

fions, without which ſuch Numbers could ne- 

ver have ſubſiſted ſo long as they did, but 
muſt have abandoned their Stations near the 

Iſland many times when they did not, in Ame- 

rica and other Places; and eſpecially conſider- 

ing, that as before the Eighth of his preſent 

Majeſty, all Acceſſaries were to be ſent to 

Eigland to be tried, it was hardly poſſible to 

ber Witneſſes againſt them, as ſuch Perſons 
7 Pn Witneſſes were ho be ſent chelp 

their 
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| their Habitations and Trades. This difcou- 
| raged Perſons from becoming Evidences againſt 
28 Acceſſaries; and indeed the Charge of ſending 
bet was what many of the Governments in Ame- 
| rica were not able, and the Government of Eng- 
we {aud unwilling to defray. They muſt have been 
1 Perſons greatly abandon'd, that would give 
= -/ themſelves leave to encourage piratical Actions, 
mh however ſure they might be of evading the 
Law, by the Unwillingneſs of any of thoſe 
| who were appriſed of their Guilt becoming 
Evidence againſt them, not by the way for 
their ſakes, but for their own, as not caring to 
make a Voyage to and dance Attendance in 
Exgland: but let ſuch Perſons as may be guil- 
ty of ſuch Practices for the future conſider, that 
they are now declared to be principal Pirates, 
and may be tried in the ſame manner as Per- 
ſons guilty of Piracy, and when convicted, 
are liable to ſuffer ſuch Pains of Death, Loſs of 
Goods and Chattels as Pirates. . x 
As it muſt be allowed, all Acceſſaries to Pi> 
racies deſerve equal Puniſhment with any prin- BE 
cipal Pirates; ſo it cannot be but a {ad Conſi- 5 
deration, that ſo many Perſons, Natives of 
Great Britain, ſhould join with the People of 
any other Conntry, and by virtue of a Com- 
miſſion from ſome foreign Prince or State, take, 
rob and plunder the Ships belonging to this 
Kingdom, and think they act both juſtly and 
lawfully, and that the Prince or State whoſe 
Commiſſion they may have, will juſtify them. 
That every Subject of Great Britain may ſee the 
Danger they are liable to by ſuch Actings, it 
may not be improper to obſerve, that in the 
Act of the Iith and 1 2th Tears of King il 


liam, 


— ; © 
liam, entitled, An AF for the more effectual Sup- 
preſſion of Piracy, it is enacted, 
That if any of his Majeſty's natural born 
« Subje&s, or Denizens of this Kingdom, ſhall 

© commit any Piracy or Robbery, or any Act 

* of Hoſtility againſt others his Majeſty's Sub- 
© je&s.upon the Sea, under Colour of any Com- 
| © Thiffion from any foreign Prince or State, on 
© Pretence of Authority from any Perſon what- 
ſoevyer, ſuch, Offender or Offenders, and every 
© of them, ſhall be deemed, adjudged and taken 

© to be Pirates, Felons and Robbers, and they 
© and every of them being convicted thereof ac- 
© cording to this Act or the aforeſaid Statute of 
_ © King Henry the VIIIth, ſhall have and ſuffer 
© ſuch Pains of Death, Loſs of Lands, Goods 
and Chattels, as Pirates, Felons and Robbers 

upon the Sea ought to have and ſuffer, 


( 


5 they had 
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| 15 ch. ego et. King Charles the Second; 1 "TE | 
Trade on. Navigation of England bein 
atly infeſted by Pirates and Sea Rovers; wal 
often happening that the Maſters and Com- 
manders'did ſuffer their Ships to be boarded, 
and Gopds taken out of them, norwithſtanding 
ſufficient Force to defend themſelves, 
which they were encouraged to by a Practice 
uſed towards them by the Pirates; who, after 
they had taken out the Goods, as an Encou- 
ragement ok the Maſters of the Ships to yield, 
"only reſtore the Ship. with ſuch Goods 
but many times pay chem the Amount of the 
Freight; hereby not only the Merchants were 
much prejagiced; the Honour of the | Engliſh 
Navigation mack diminiſhed, and the Traders 
_ diſcouraged from lading their Ge Y 
of Eng ul Ships, to the Decay of Shipping, in 
the Preſervation of which the Wealth, Honour 
and Safety of the Kingdom was ſo highly con- 
cerned; but alſo great Suſpicion was given of 
Treachery i in the Maſters, to the great Diſno-k 
nour of the Engliſb Nation. For the Prevention 
of whieh for the * and for the better En- 
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couragement of Merchants, as well Foreigners 
as Engliſh, to Freight and uſe Engliſh Ships, 
there paſs'd in the 22d and 23d Years of that 
King an Act, entitled, An Act to prevent the 
deligiering up of Merchants Ships, and for the En- 
creaſe of good and ſerviceable Shipping; wherein it 
1s enacted, | 
© That where any Goods or Merchandizes 
* ſhall be laden on board of any Exgliſb Ship, 
© which Ship ſhall be of the Burden of Two 
© hundred Tons, or upwards, and mounted 
© with Sixteen Guns or more, if the Maſter 
or Commander ſhall yield up the ſaid Goods 
© to any Turkiſh Ship or Veſſel, or to any Pi- 
© rates or Sea Rovers whatſoever, without 
* fighring ; that then, and in ſuch caſe, the 
© Maſter ſhall, upon Proof thereof made in the 
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High Court of Admiralty, be from thence- 


© forth incapable of taking Charge of any Ex- 
© gliſh Ship or Veſſel as Maſter or Commander 


t thereof; and if he ſhall at any time hereaf- 


c ter preſume to take upon him any Engliſb 


2 © Ship or Veſſel, he ſhall ſuffer Impriſonment 


„ by Warrant from the {aid Court, during the 
© Space of Six Months for every ſuch Offence. 
And in caſe the Perſons ſo taking the ſaid 
Goods ſhall releaſe, give back, or let paſs the 
| ſaid Ship, ſhall pay unto the ſaid Maſter any 
Sum or Sums of Money, or any Goods in 
lieu of Money for Freight, or other Reward 
or Gift; that in all, or any ſuch Caſes, the 
{aid Goods or Money ſo given, or to the Va- 
lue thereof, as alſo the Maſter's Part of ſuch 
Ship, her Tackle, Apparel and Furniture fo 
releaſed, given back, or let paſſed, out of 
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7 © which the ſaid Goods were taken, ſhall be lia- 
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© ble to repair the Perſons whoſe Goods were 
* ſo delivered or taken, by Action in the High 
Court of Admiralty : And in cafe the Com- 
* mander's or Maſter's Part of the Ship, Tackle, 
Apparel and Furniture, together with ſuch 
Money and Goods given as aforeſaid, ſhall 


c 


not be ſufficient to repair all the Damages 


© ſuſtained, then the Reparations to be reco- 
vered on the Maſter's or Commander's Part of 


© the Ship to be divided pro rata amongſt the 


© Perſons proſecuting and proving their Da- 


mages, and the Perſons damaged to have their 
5 3 | | | | 3 
Action againſt the Maſter for the Remain- 


” er; 1 e 14 
* That no Maſter of any Engliſh Ship as a- 
© foreſaid, being at Sea, and having diſcovered 


any Ship to be a Turky Ship, Pirate or Sea- 


© Rover, ſhall depart out of his Ship on any 
< Pretence whatſoever, leſt by his Detenſion on 
© board any ſuch Ship, the Satety of his own be 
© hazarded. 5 . 


That if the Maſter of any Engliſh Ship or 
© Veſſel, tho' not of the Burthen of Two hun- 


© dred Tons, or mounted with Sixteen Guns, 
das aforeſaid, ſhall yield his Ship unto any 
© Turkiſh Ship, Pirate or Sea Rover (not having 


© at the leaſt his double Number of Guns) 


© without fighting, every ſuch Maſter ſhall be 
* liable to all and every the Penalties in this 
Act contained. 


I hat upon Proceſs made out of the High 
* Court of Admiralty, it ſhall and may be law- 
ful to and for all Commanders of his Maje- 
* ſty's Ships of War, or the Commanders of any 
other Exgliſh Ship, to ſeize ſuch Ships or Ma- 
fers ſo offending, according to the ſaid Pro- 
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ceſs in ſuch Caſe to be iſſued; and the ſame 
to bring or ſend in Cuſtody into any Ports of 


his Majeſty's Dominions, there to be proceed- 
ed againſt according to the Intent and Mean- 

ing of this Act. 
That if the Mariners or Inferior Officers 
of any Engliſh Ship, laden with Goods and 
Merchandizes as aforeſaid, ſhall decline or re- 
fuſe to fight and defend the Ship, when they 


ſhall be thereuntocommanded by the Maſteror 


Commander thereof, or ſhall utter any Words 
to diſcourage the other Mariners "i de- 
fending the Ship; that every ſuch Mariner, 
who ſhall be found guilty of declining or re- 
fuling as aforeſaid, ſhall loſe his Wages due 


to him, together with ſuch Goods as he hath 


in the Ship, and ſuffer Impriſonment not ex- 
ceeding the Space of ſix Months, and ſhall 


during ſuch time be kept to hard Labour for 


their Maintenance. | 
Fhat every Mariner who ſhall have laid "ye 
lent Hands on his Commander, whereby te 
hinder him from fighting in Defence of his 
Ship and Goods committed to his Truſt, 
ſhall U ſuffer Death as a Felon. 

In the Act paſſed the 11th and 12th Years 


7 of his late Majeſty King William, it is enacted, 


That if any Commander or Maſter of any 
Ship, or any Seaman or Mariner, ſhall in 
any Place, where the Admiral has Juriſdiction, 
betray his Truſt and turn Pirate, Enemy or 
Rebel, and Piratically and Felonioully run 
away with his or their Ship or Ships, or any 
Barge, Boat, Ordnance, Ammunition, Goods, 
or Merchandize, | or yield them up volunta- 


uly to any Pirate, or ſhall brings any e 
3 Me Res: 
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Meigs fr from any Pirate, Enemy or Rebel, 


or conſult, combine and confederate with, or 


attempt or endeavour to corrupt any Com- 


mander, Maſter, Officer or Mariner, to yield 


up or run away with any Ship, Goods or 
Merchandizes, or turn Pirate, or go over to 


Pirates; or if any Perſon ſhall lay violent 
Hands on his Commander, whereby to hin- 
der him from fighting in Defence of his Ship 


and Goods committed to his Truſt, or that 


ſhall confine his Maſter, or make or endea- 
vour to make a Revolt in the Ship, ſhall be 


adjudged, deem'd and taken to be a Pirate, 


Felon and Robber; and being convicted there- 
of, according to the Directions of this Act, 
ſhall have and ſuffer Pains of Death, Loſſes of 


Lands, Goods and Chattels, as Pirates, Felons 


and Robbers upon the Seas ought | to have and I 


ſufter: And 


In the Act paſſed i in the 3th Year of tis pre- 
ſent Majeſty King George, it is alſo enacted, XZ 
Thar in caſe any Commander, Maſter or o- 
ther Officer, or any Seaman or Mariner of 
any Merchant Ship or Veſſel, which carries 


Guns and Arms, and ſhall not, when they 
are attacked by any Pirate, or by any —1 


ox Veſſel on which any ſuch Pirate is on boar 


fight and endeavour to defend themſelves and 
their ſaid Ship or Veſſel from being taken by 
the ſaid Pirate, or ſhall utter any Words to 


diſcourage the other Mariners from defend- 


ing the Ship; and by reaſon thereof the ſaid 
Ship or Veſſel ſhall fall into the Hands of 


ſuch Pirate; then, and in every ſuch Caſe, e- = 
very ſuch Commune or Maſter, or other 


* and every Seamen or Mariner, who 
© ſhall 
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© ſhall not fight, and endeavour to defend and 
© fave the ſaid Ship or Veſſel, or who ſhall ut- 
ter any ſuch Words as aforeſaid, ſhall loſe and 
i « forfeit all and every Part of the Wages due to 
8 him and them. reſpectively, to the Owner and 
© Owners of the ſaid Ship or Veſlel ; and ſhall 
not be permitted to fue for or recover the 
© ſame, or any Part thereof, in any Court ei- 
© ther of Law or Equity; and as a further a 
| «© Puniſhment, ſhall ſuffer ſix Months Impriſon- 
ment. e \ 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Laws that give Encouragement to the Com- 


manders, Officers and Seamen, who ſhall bravely 


defend their Ships or Veſſels; and of the Rewards 
which are allowed by Law, and promiſed by his 
Majeſty, to thoſe Perſons who ſhall take, ſeize and 
deſtroy | Pirates and Robbers os the Sea. 


F 


OR the better Encouragement to 3 
Maſters, Officers and Seamen, to defend 


their Ships, by the Act of the 22d and 23d 


Tears of King Charles the Second, entitled, An 
Att to prevent the Delivery up of Merchant Ships, 


and for the Encreaſe of good and ſerviceable Ship- 


ping, it is enacted, _ 

That when any Engliſh Ship ſhall have becn 
* detended by Fight and brought to her de- 
* ſigned Port, in which Fight any of the Offi- 
| © cers or Seamen ſhall have been wounded, ir 
© ſhall and may be lawful for the Judge of his 


© Majeſty's High Court of Admiralty, or his 


© Surrogate, or the Judge of the Vice Admi- 
© ralty within which the Ship ſhall arrive at 


© her Return, upon the Petition of the Ma- 


| © {ter or Seamen of ſuch Ship ſo defended as 
| © aforeſaid, to call unto him ſuch and ſo many 


s as he ſhall be informed to be Adventurers or 
© Owners of the Ship and Goods ſo defended, 


6 (6 


upon. the reſpective Owners and Adventurers 
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and by Advice with them, to raiſe and levy 
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by Proceſs out of the ſaid Court, ſuch Sum 


or Sums of Money as himſelf, with the Ma- 


jor part of the Adventurers or Owners then 
preſent, ſhall judge reaſonable, not exceed- 
ing the Value of 'T'wo per Cent. of the Ship 
and Goods fo defended, according to the firſt 
Coſt of the Goods, to be made appear by 
the Invoice (which the Owner or his Factor, 
or his Correſpondent, 1s hereby required to 
produce) or by the Oath of the ſaid Owner, 
Factor, or Correſpondent, if thereunto re- 
quired ; which Money ſo raiſed, ſhall be paid 
unto the Regiſter of the ſaid Court, who 
ſhall receive for the ſame Three Pence in the 
Pound, and no more, thence to be diſtributed 


among the Captain, Maſter, Officers and 


Seamen of the {aid Ship, or the Widows and 


Children of the Slain, according to the Di- 
rection of the Judge of the ſaid Court, with 
the Approbation of Three or more of the 
Owners or Adventurers aforeſaid, who ſhall 
proportion the ſame according to their beſt 
Judgment, unto the Ship's Company, having 


© ſpecial regard unto the Widows and Children 


of ſuch as have been lain in that Service, and 
to ſuch as ſhall have been Wounded and 
Maimed. d e 5 

That in caſe the Company belonging to any 


Engliſh Merchant Ship ſhall happen to take 


any Ship, which Ship ſhall firſt have aſſaulted 
them; the reſpective Officers and Mariners 


belonging to the ſame, ſhall, after Condem- 
nation of ſuch Ship and Goods, have and 


receive to their own proper Uſe and Benefit, 
ſuch Part or Share thereof, as is uſually 
practiſed in private Men of War. _ 
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manders, 'Malters, and other Officers, Seamen 
and Mariners, as ſhould either bravely defend 


8 * therein; and by. Advice, with them, to raiſe | 
| © and levy 2 77 the reſ pective Adventurers and A 
© Owners of the Ship and Goods ſo defended, 
© by Proceſs out of the {aid Court, ſuch Sum 
or Sums of Money as himſelf and the ſaid 
Merchants, by Flurality of Voices ſhall de- 
termine and judge reaſonable, not exceeding 
Iwo per Cent. of the Freight and of the Ship 


< and Goods fo defended, according to _ 


© Colt of the, Goods; which Sue or Sums of 
ode) ſo miſed hall Pe, diftribured among 
*"rhe Captain, Maſter, Officers and Seamen ot 
the (aid Ship, or Widows and Children of 
. 3 Ir nee BS a Cant 77S * 

© the Slain, according to the Pitection of the 
Judge df the ſaid Court, or his Surrogate, in 


© the Port of London; or the Mayor, Bailiff 
© or chief,,Officer in the ſeveral Out-Ports of 
© this Kingdom, with the Approbation of the 
Merchants afGreſaid, who, Tall proportion 
the ſame according to their beſt Judgment, 
unto the Ship's. Company as aforeſaid, having 

- ſpecial regard. unto the Widows and Children 
of ſuch as hall have been (lain in that Service, 
and ſueh as have been wounded or maimed. . 
This Clauſe ſeems to be a Repeal of the 
| Clauſe which is recited before, from, the 22d 
and 23d of King Charles the Second, as it is in 
great part olily a Tranſcript of it; but where 
it materially differs from it, it is much for the 
better, as being calculated more effectually to 
give the Seamen the Encouragement propoſed 


* 
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equally by both. And to the End that a far- 
ther Encouragement may be given to all Sea- 


men and Mariners to fight and defend their 
Ships from Pirates, by the Eighth of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, entitled, An Act for the more 
effettual 3 of Piracy, it is enacted, 
That in caſe any Seaman or Mariner on 
board any Merchant Ship or Veſſel, or any 
| © other Ship or Veſſel, that be maimed in 
* Fight againſt any Pirate ; every ſuch Seaman 
| © and Mariner, upon due Proof of his being 
| © maimed in ſuch Fight, ſhall not only have 
| © and receive the Rewards already appointed 
© by a Statute made in the 22d and 23d Toy 5 
N 
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© of the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
entitled, An AF to prevent the De very up of 


* 
: 


© "Merchant Ships, and for the Increaſe of good and 
© ſerviceable Shipping ; but ſhall alſo be admitted 
into, and provided for in Greemwich Hoſpital, 
* preferable to any other Seaman or Mariner, 
< who is diſabled from Service, or getting a 


* Beſides the Encouragement by Law, his 
| Majeſty by his Royal Proclamation, , bearing 
Date at Hampton Court, the Fifth Day of Sy- 
tenber 1717, in the Fourth Year of his Reign, 
does promiſe and declare, © That in caſe any 
© Perſon or Perſons ſhall diſcoyer or ſeize, 
© or cauſe or procure to be diſcovered 'or 
© ſeized, any ofie or more Pirates, ſo as that 
© they may be brought to Juſtice and convicted 
„ {lid "Offence, ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
© fo making ſuch Diſcovery or Seizure, or pro- 
_ © curing ſuch Diſcovery or Seizure to be made, 
© ſhall fave and teceive a5 a Reward for the 
L ſame, wit. for every Commander of epery Fi. 
rate Ship or Veſſel the Sum of 190 l. for 
every Lieutenant, Maſter, Boatſwain, Car- 
#- penter and Gunner, the Sum of 40 J. for 
every inferior Officer the Sum of 30 J. and 
e ee 
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other Officer or Mariner, who ſhall wilfully caſt 
away, burn, or otherwiſe deſtroy his Ship: For 
_ the giving a Reward to the firſt Perſon wbo ſhall 
diſcover any Combination or Confederacy in the 


 Runtivng away with any Ship or- Veſſel : Fur the” 
preventing of Seamen deſerting of Merchant Ships 


in Foreign Countries; and for the puni (ing of 


Commanders, who ſhall wilfully leave any Seas 


men in | Parts * the Seas. | 


Ir having been epprchedided from the Num- 


ber of Sus which were either caſt away, 


burnt, or otherwiſe deftroyed, that the Maſters 
and Mariners having inſured or taken up upon 

Bottomary, greater Sums of Money than the 
Value of their Adventures, did vilkally caſt 


away, or otherwiſe deſtroy. the Ships r 
their Charge, to the great Lofs of the Mer- 


ehants and Owners. For the prevention there- 
of, by the Statute of the 22d and 23d Years of 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, entitled 
An Aft to prevent the Delivery up of Merchant 
Ships, and for the Increaſe of good and ſerviceable 
fi. it is enadted, 
That if any Captain, Maſter, Matiber, or 
© other Officer belonging to any Ship, ſhalk 
33 caſt away, burn, or other wiſe deſtroy) 

n : the | 


07 the Laws yy 8 any pets, Maſter; or 
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; 4 Ship unto which 4 helengtat, or pro- 


cure the . to be Ne BY: ſhall ſufter 


; Nera he ing this 7 it Inlay ee" 


| hended that the Owners of Ships were con- 
cerned in the Trade of making Infurances, 
and conſenting to the deſtroying their Ships 5 
therefore by. a Statute of the 'ourth. Year o 


the Reign of his preſerit Majeſty, entitled, An 
Al for 8 making perpe al an At of 


the Twelfth Tear of ber late Majeſty," entitled, An 
Aci jor the preſerving of a ſuch Ships and Gaod. 
thereof, uhich ſball happen to be found un Shore, or 

ſtranded upon the Coaſt of this Kingdom, or any o- 
ther of bis Majef *s Dominions, and for the in- 


 Piftin the Puniſhment of Death on ch as Hal 


e burn or deſtroy Ships, it is enacted, 
That if any Owner of, or Captain, Ma- 


176 der, Mariner, or other Perſon belonging to 


any Ship, ſhall wilfully caſt away, burn, or 
© otherwiſe deſtroy the Ship of which he ts 
© Owner, or to Was he belongs, or ſhall in 


any manner of wiſe direct, or procure the ſame. 


© to be done, to the Prejudice of any Perſon 
© that ſhall underwrite any Policy of Inſurance 


© thereon, or of any Merchant chat ſhall load 


Ko *—_ thereon, he ſhall ſuffer Death. 


For the better and more effectual 8 


tion of Combinations and Contederacies in 
the Running away with, or- deſtroying of 


any Ship, Goods, or Merchandizes, by an 
Act made in the 111th and 12th Years of the 


Reign of King Malliam the Third, entitled, 


An Att for ehe r es phono Supra no TI; . 
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the running away with or deſtroying 


1 


7 That Reward of Ten Pounds * 0 
0 „Seip or Veſſel of One hundred Tons or un- 
der, and Fifteen Pounds for every Ship or 
< Veſlel of a greater Burden, ſhall be paid by 
the Captain, Commander or Maſter of 
Ship or Veſſel, wherein any ſuch Combina- 
tion or Confederacy ſhall be ſet on foot ſor 
any ſuch 
Fhip, or the Goods and Merchandize therein 
laden, to ſuch ene as ſhall firſt make a 

Piſeovery thereof, upon due Proof of ſuch 

3 Combination or racy, the ſame to be 
_ © paid at the Fort where the Wages of the Sea- 

men of the ſaid Ship are or ought to be pond; 
© after ſuch ers and Proof made. | 
It being found by Experience, that t the Sea- 
men's deſerting of Merchants: Ships Abroad in 
Parts beyond the Seas, was not 6-4] the chief 
Reaſon of the great Number of Pirates, but 
of the greateſt Detriment to the Trade and 
Navigation of the Kingdom ; therefore for 
the Prevention of it by the laſt mentioned Sta- 
tute of the 11th and 12th of King . it 
is enacted, 

That all bh 3 Officers or Sailors, 

© who ſhall deſert the Ships or Veſſels wherein 
they are hired to ſerve for thag Voyage, ſhall 
for ſuch Offence forfeit all ſuch Wages as ſhall 
be then due to him or them. 

But this not being found effectual to prevent 
the Seamen's deſerting their Ships, few or none 
of them at ſuch time having a great Sum of 
Money due to them for Wages, by reaſon of the 
Owner or Owners of Ships paying them whilſt 


4 were Abroad in the Plantations, or in * 
ther 
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ther Parts beyond the Seas; therefore by an 
Act of the 8th of his preſent Majeſty, intitled, 
An Aft for the more effectual ſuppreſſing of Piracy, 


oy 


it 18 enacted, 1 


© chant Ship or Veſſel ſhall pay or advance, or 


© cauſe to be paid or advanced, to any Seaman 


_ © or Mariner, during the time he ſhall be in 


© Parts beyond the Seas, any Money or Effects 


upon account of Wages, exceeding one Moi- 
f ety of the Wages which ſhall be due at the 

Iime of ſuch Payment, until ſuch Ship or 
_ ©. Veſlel ſhall return to Great Britain or Ireland, 
© or the Plantations, or ſome other of his Maje- 
© ſtys Dominions whereto they belong, and 


© from whence they were firſt fitted out; and if 


any ſuch Maſter or Owner of ſuch Merchant 
Ship or Veſlel ſhall pay or advance, or cauſe 


© tobe paid or advanced, any Wages to any Sea- 


© man or Mariner above the ſaid Moiety, ſuch 


© Maſter or Owner ſhall forfeit and pay double 


© the Money he ſhall ſo pay or advance, to be 


© recoyered in the High Court of Admiralty by 
© any Perſon who ſhall firſt diſcover and inform 


__ © the ſame.” 


By the Statute of the 11th and 12th Yeats 


of the Reign of, King Willium the Third, enti- 


tled, An Af for the more effefttual Suppreſſion of 


Piracy, for the puniſhing of Commanders who ſhal! | 
wilfully leave any Seaman in Parts beyond the Seas, 
it is enacted, 0" . 


That in caſe any Maſter of a Merchant 
© Ship or Veſſel ſhall, during his being Abroad, 
© force any Man on Shore, or wilfully leave him 

behind him in any of his Majeſty's Plantati- 
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* ons or elſewhere, or ſhall' refuſe to bring 
© Home with him again all ſuch of the Men 
e which he carried out with him, as are in a 
Condition to return, when he ſhall be ready 
to proceed in his Homeward-bound Voyage, 
© every ſuch Maſter ſhall, being thereof legally 
© convicted, ſuffer Three Months Impriſonment 


* without Bail or Mainprize, 


— 
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Cs CHAP. VI. 


of the Laa * eftabliſhing Hills and Olk 
for the Regulating aud better Goverument of his 
Majeſty's Forces at Sea; and for the preventing 
the Captains or Commanders, or other Officers 5 
their receiving on Board any of his Majeſty s 
Ships or Veſſels of War, any Goods and Mer- 
p — and — with the ſame: 


HE pantie” of England beds truly 
ſenſible, that under the Good Providence 
1 Protection of Almighty God, the Wealth, 

Safety and Strength of this Kingdom did great- 
ly depend upon the good Government of the 


Navy Royal, paſs d an Act in the 18th Year of 


the Reign of King Charles II. entitled, Act 
For the eſtabliſhing Articles and Orders for the better 
regulating, and better Government of his Majeſty's 
Navies, Ships of War, and Forces by Sea; Where- 
in it is enacted, 


That every Captain or Commander, who, 
© upon Signal or Order of Fight, or View or 


4. 9 5. of any Ships of the Enemy, Pirate or 

el, or likelihood of Engagement, ſhall 
not put all things in the Ship in a fit Poſture 
for Fight, and ſhall not in his own Perſon, 
and according to his Place, hearten and en- 
© courage the Inferior Officers and common 
* Seamen to fight courageouſly, and not to be- 


have 
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* of Merchant Ships or any others, ſhall dili- 
5 abi on 
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haye themſelves faintly, ſhall be caſhier'd ; 


and if he or they ſhall yield to the Enemy, 


Pirate or, Rebel, or cry for Quarter, he or 


they ſo doing ſhall ſuffer the Pains of Death, 
or ſuch other Puniſhment as the Offence ſhall 


„„ 6 
That every Captain, Commander, or 6- 


ther Officer, Seaman or Soldier of any Ship, 


Frigate or Veſſel of War, ſhall duly obſerve 


the Command of the Admiral, or other' his 


e aſſailing or ſetting upon any 


„ 
t 


as well for 


Fleet, Squadron or Ships of the Enemy, Pi- 


rate or Rebels, or joining Battle with them, 


or making Defence againſt them, as all other 


the Commands of the Admiral, or other his 


Superior Commander, upon Pain to ſuffer 


Death, or other Punniſhment, as the Quality 


of his Neglect or Offence ſhall deſerve. Ar- 5 


That every Captain, and all other Officers, 


Mariners and Soldiers of every Ship, Frigate 


or Veſlel of War, that ſhall in time of any 


Fight or Engagement withdraw, or keep 


back, or not come into the Fight and engage, 


and do his utmoſt to ke, fire, kill and en- 
damage the Enemy, Pirate or Rebels, and 
aſſiſt and relieve all and every of his Majeſty's 
Ships, ſhall, for ſuch Offence of Cowardice 
or Diſaffection, be tried and ſuffer Pains of 
Death, or other Puniſhment, as the Circum- 


ſtance of the Offence ſhall deſerve, and the 
Court Martial ſhall think fit. Article XII. 
That the Captains, Officers and Seamen 


of all Ships, appointed for Convoy and Guard 
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© gently attend upon that Charge without De- 
© lay, according to their Inſtructions in that 
behalf; and whoſoever ſhall be faulty therein, 
© and ſhall not faithfully perform the fame, and 
defend the Ships and Goods in their Convoy, 
© without diverting to other Parts or Occaſi- 
c ons, or refuſing of neglecting to. fight for 
< their Defence, ib they be ſet upon or aſſailed, 
cor running away Cowardly, and ſubmitting 
© thoſe in their Convoy to Hazard and Peril, 
or ſhall demand or exact any Money, or o- 
© ther Reward, from any Merchant or Maſter 
* for the convoying of any Ship or other Veſ- 
© ſels belonging to his Majeſty's Subjects, ſhall 
© be condemned to make Reparation of the Da- 
mage to the Merchants, Owners, and others, 
bas the Court of Admiralty ſhall adjudge ; 
© and allo be puniſhed criminally according to 
© the Quality of their Offences, be it by Pains 
| © of Death or other Puniſhment, according as 


© ſhall be adjudged fit by the Court Marrial. 
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That whatſoever Perſon or Perſons, in or 
5 © belonging to the Fleet, either through Cow- 
| © ardice, Negligence or Diſaffection, ſhall for- 
| © bear to purſue the Chace of any Enemy or | 
| © Pirate, or Rebel, beaten or flying, or ſhall | 
i © not relieve or aſſiſt a known Friend in View, 
| © to the utmoſt of his Power, ſhall be pu- | 
1 niſhed with Death, or otherwiſe, as a Court 4 
| L Martial ſhall find fit. Article XIV. ; 
I That when at any time Service, or Action 


© ſhall be commanded, no Man ſhall preſume 
to ſtop, or put backward, or diſcourage te 
< ſaid/Service and Action, by Pretence of Ar- 
rear of Wages, or upon any Pretence of 

| 5 Wages 


4... 9 
Wages whatſoever, upon Pain of Death, Ar- 
ticle XV. e 
That all Sea Captains, Officers and Sea- 
men that ſhall betray their Truſt, or turn to 
the Enemy, Pirate, or Rebels, and either run 
away with their Ship, or any Ordnance, Am- 
munition or Proviſion, to the weakning of the 
© 'Seryice, or yield up the ſame to the Enemy, 
Pirate or Rebels, ſhall be puniſhed with 
© Death. Article XVII. „„ 
That all Sea Captains, Officers and Mari- 
© ners, that ſhall deſert the Service, or their 
Employment in the Ships, or ſhall run away, 
© or entice any others ſo to do, ſhall be puniſh- 
© ed with Death, Article XVI. 
That no Perſon, in or belonging to the 
Fleet, ſhall utter any Words of Sedition or 
_ © Mutiny, nor make, or endeavour to make, 
any mutinous Aſſemblies, upon any Pretence 
© whatſoever, upon Pain of Death. Article 
That no Perſon, in or belonging to the 
Fleet, ſhall conceal any traiterous or muti- 
nous Practices, Deſigns or Words, or any 
Words ſpoken by any to the Prejudice of his 
Majeſty or Government, or any Words, Pra- 
ctices or Deſigns tending to the Hindrance of 
the Service, but ſhall forthwith reveal them 
to his Superiors, that a meer Proceeding may 
be had thereupon, upon pain of ſuch Puniſh- 
ment as a Court Martial ſhall find to be juſt. 
BJ %%% . 
That none ſhall preſume to quarrel with 
© his Superior Officer, upon Pain of ſevere Pu- 
* niſhment; nor to ſtrike any ſuch Perſon upon 
VV * Pain 
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. Pain of Death, or otherwiſe, a8 2 YC Ae” Mars 
* tial ſhall find the Matter ſo to deſerve. Ar- 
S ticle XXI. | 
That all Plats that ſhall W burn or 
c * ſer fire on any Ship or Magazine, ox Store of 
© Powder, or Ship, Boat, Ketch, Hoy, or Veſ- 
. ſel, or Tackle or Furniture thereto belong- 
ing, not appertaining to an Enemy or Re- 
© bel, ſhall be puniſhes with Death. Article 


e XVI. 
The Parliament of Great Britain being i in- 


* 


Lori d, that great Interruptions and Inconve- 


niencies did attend his Majeſty's Service, by 
the Captains or Commanders, or other Officers 
of his Majeſty's Ships or Veſſels of War, their 
receiving on board ſuch Ships or Veſſels, Goods 


and Merchandizes, and trading there with, not- 


withſtanding their Inſtructions to the contrary, 
paſſed an Act of the 8th of his preſent Majelty, 
entitled, An Aft for the more effeftual Suppreſſio on 
of Piracy, wherein it is enacted, 

Ihat in caſe any Captain, Commander, or 
© other Officer of his Majeſty's Ships or Veſ- 
© ſels of War, whether 1 Ship or Veſſel 
© ſhall be employ'd at Home or Abroad, ſhall 
receive on board, or permit to be received on 
board ſuch Ship, or Veſſel of War, any Goods 
or Merchandizes whatſoever, in order to Trade 
or Merchandize with the lame, either upon 
* his own or any other Perſon's Account, except 
Gold, Silver or Jewels; and except the 
72 8 or Merchandizes belonging to any 


* K 


1 Ship or Veſſel which may be ſhipwreck d, or 


in imminent Danger of being ſhipwreck'd, 


2 Arber on the High Seas, or in any Port, 


a Creek 
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1 

Creek or Harbour within his Majeſty's Do- 
minions at Home or Abroad, or elſewhere, 
in order to the preſerving them for their pro- 
per Owners; and except ſuch Goods or Mer- 
chandizes, as they ſhall at any time be ordered 
to take or receive on board, by Order of the 
Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or the 
Commiſſioners for executing that Office for 
the Time being, or any Three or more of 
them; every ſuch Captain, Commander or 
Officer of any of his Majeſty's Ships, or 
Veſſels of War, ſo offending, ſhall upon his 
being convicted thereof by a Court Martial, 
loſe and forfeit the Command and Office he 


War, and ſhall be, and he is hereby for ever 
afterwards rendered incapable to ſerve any 


longer in the ſame, or in any other Place or 


Office in *the Naval Service of his Majeſty, 
his Heirs and Succeſſors; and ſuch Captain, 
Commander, or other Officer, offending as 
aforeſaid, ſhall as a further Puniſhment for 
his ſaid Offence, loſe and forfeit to his Maje- 
ſty, his Heirs and Succeflors, all the Wages 
due to him for his Service in the ſaid Ship or 
Veſſel of War whereunto he ſhall belong, 
when, and at any time after ſuch Offence 
ſhall be committed. ET 

That the ſaid Captain, Commander, or o- 
ther Officer of the ſaid Ship or Veſſel of War, 
and all and every the Owners and Proprietors 
of ſuch Goods and Merchandizes put on 
board ſuch Ship or Veſſel of War as aforeſaid, 
hal loſe and forfeit, and pay the full Value 
of all and eyery ſuch Goods and Merchan- 

| * dizes 
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dizes ſe put on board as aforeſaid ; one Moi- 
ety of ſuch full Value to ſuch Perſon or Per- 
ſons as ſhall make the firſt Diſcovery, and 
give Information thereof or concerning the 
laid Offence; the other Moiety of ſuch full 
Value ta and for the Uſe of Greenwich Hoſpi- 
tal. All Which Forfeitures ſhall and - 2h 
be recorerad in the High Court of Admi- 
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rates and committing Piracies; and for exciting 


| Commanders and other Officers, F7 defend their 
— and to rake and deferoy Pirates. 


THE N 1 confiler the Puniffitience that 
are as well ordained for Pirates, as thoſe 
who are 0 grain to Piracies, I cannot but 
own my ſelf greatly ſurprized, that ſuch Num- 
bers of his Naeh Subjects have been not 
only guilty of Piracy, but Acceſſaries ther- 
to; that ſo many of them have turned Pirates 
ſince the Peace of Utretcht, when they could not 
be inſenſible, that Death either in one Shape 
or another had been the Fate of almoſt every 
Man that had ever committed Piracy on the 
High Seas; and that ſuch Numbers of Perſons 
ſhould have been aſſiſting to Pirates, when 
Piracy is eſteemed ſo odious and deteſtable a 
Crime in the Opinion of all honeſt and civi- 
lized People. 
I may defy thoſe who are the belt read in 
the Hiſtory of 988 to ſhew that ever any 
Number of them, i 58 Age or Countty, 
were knowingly Peine to go in Peate and 
Honour to their Graves; or any Pirate or 
Acceſſaries to Piracy, ever lived after their 
Crimes, in any Degree of Credit or Efteem a- 
mong their Countrymen 3 and 1 their Actions 
were 
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vere not remarkabl y entailed on their Poſte- 
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"Je any of thoſe Perſons who immediately 
een Pirates, upon the Concluſion of the 


War with Fance and Spain, in the Year 1712, 
at which Time it is probable great Numbers of 


them were employed in Cruizing in Pirate Ships 
of War upon the Trade of thoſe Nations, had 


but reflected upon the unhappy Crews of Kidd, 


and many others, who turned Pirates not long 
after the Peace of Reſwick, in the Year 1697, 


it is not poſſible to think they would have ever 


entred upon the committing of Piracy, Rob- 


bery and Murder, Ws 


1 am ſenſible, that as well fone Firates who 
obtained their Pardons by means of his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious Proclamation for the Suppreſſing 
of Pirates, as others who have ſuffered for their 


Piracies, have pleaded when they have entered 
upon commutting Piracy, that they were igno- 


rant of the particular Laws of their Country 


for the puniſhing of Pirates. But even admit- 


ting this, it is not any Mitigation of their 
Crime, ſince not a Man of them could be ig- 


norant, before he committed any Act of Pira- 


cy, that Pirates were not only eſteemed Ene- 


mies to all Mankind, but when taken, liable 
to Death by the Laws of all Nations. 


Complaints having been made to his Maje- 
ftp Be great Numbers of Merchants, Maſters 


hips, and others, as well as by ſeveral Go- 
vernors of his Majeſty's Iſlands and Planta- 
tions in the Meſt- Indies, that the Pirates were 


grown ſo numerous that they infeſted not only 


the Seas near Jamaica, but even thoſe of the 


Continent of America.; ; and that unleſs ſome 
7 | effectual 
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FThat if any Perſon or 
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00 
effectual Means were uſed, the whole Trade 
from Great Britain to thoſe Parts would not 
only be obſtructed, but in imminent Danger of 
being lot; his Majeſty, upon mature Delibes 


ration, in Council, was pleaſed, in the firſt ; 


wy to order a proper Force to be employed 
or the Suppreſſing the ſaid Pirates. And the 
more effectually to put an End to the Piraties 
committed, his Majeſty, by and with the Ads 
vice of his Privy Council, iſſued his Royal 
Proclamation; whereby he not only ſtrictly 


charged and commanded all his Admirals, Cap- 


tains, and other Officers at Sea, and all his 


Go vernours and Commanders of any Forts, of 


other Plates in his Plantations, and all other 
his Officers, Civil and Military, to ſeize and 
take Pirates; but, beſides the Rewards I have 
mentioned for the 7 Pirates, promiſed, 
erſons belonging to, 
© or being part of the Crew of any Pirate Ship 
© or Veſſel, ſhall' ſeize and deliver, otauſe to 
© be ſeized and delivered, any Commander or 
Commanders of any Pirate Ship or Veſſel, ſo 
© as that he or they may be brought to Juſtice, 
© and convicted of Piracy, fuch Perſon or Per- 
© ſons, as a Reward for the ſame, ſhall receive 


* for. every Commander, the Sum of Two Hun- 
„ dred Pounds. | T1 ; 


As I muſt own my felf greatly ſurprized, 


that thoſe of the Subjects of Great Britain, who 
have committed any Piracies or Murders on the 
High Seas, ſince the Peace of Utreteht in the 


Year 1712, were not deterred therefrom by the 
unhappy End of thoſe Perſons who ſuffered 
Death for their piratical Actions, as well in 


England as in ſome of the Britiſb Plantations in 


Ameriea, 
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America, or the: Britiſh Factories in the Faf- 
Indies, between the Year 1697, and the Lear 


1702; ſo I muſt conclude it will be impoſſible 


to deter any of his Majeſty's Subjects from 
taking to this moſt wicked and profligate Courſe 
of Life, if they are not deterred by the fol- 


lowing Conſiderations. 


1. By the Laws for puniſhing Pirates or Ac- 


ceſſaries to Piracy, and the Encouragements 
and Rewards given by Law, and promiſed by 


his Majeſty for the taking and deſtroying of 


Pirates. ER -+1;4 1 ET or. no ik 
21. By the Impoſſibility of any Numberof Pi- 
rates ever enjoying themſelves by Means of the 


Money or Goods they may become Maſters of. 


3. By the unhappy and ignominious End of 


almoſt all thoſe: Perſons who have been Robbers 


on the Sea, from the Earlieſt of Times to their 
own Days; not only of the Crews of Kidd, 
Avery, and many others, a few Years before the 


Commegcement in the Year 1702, of the War 


with France and Spain ; but alſo of the Crews of 
Bonnet, Vane, Martel, Roberts, Thatch, and many 
others of late Years. _ 5 


4. By the great Sin and Wickedneſs the com- 


mitting Piracy is in the Sight of Almighty 
God, whoſe expreſs Command it is, Thou ſhalt 
not fteal ; and a Declaration of St. Paul's, 


F 


that Thieves ſhall not inherit the Kingdom ef 


It is a melancholly Conſideration, that any 


of thoſe Perſons, who have given themſelves o- 
ver of late Years, to the committing. of Rob- 


bery on the High Seas, ſhould not have been 


content with taking what Money they have 
found, or Things they might ſtand in need of, 


aboard 
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aboard of any Ship which has fallen into their 
Hands; but run into ſuch Extravagancies, as to 
throw the reſt of the Goods into the Sea, ſet 
fire to the Veſlels, and murder the Company, 
without any manner of Provocation, on the 
Part of thoſe they have deſtroyed, _ 


This many of the piratical Crews have done, 


in cold Blood, and as if it were only for Pa- 
ſtime, and for their Diverſion; but whether 
any of thoſe who may be living, for there are 
many of them that juſtly have ſuffered for their 
Crimes, know it or not, it is the Voice of Na- 
ture, as well as the revealed Will of God, that 
whoſoever ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his 
Blood be ſhed. And not only the Almighty's ex- 
preſs Command, Thou ſhalt do no Murder, but the 
expreſs Affirmation of the Apoſtle, That Mur- 
derers ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. And 
they are threatned in Scripture, to have their 


Part in the Lake which burns with Fire aud Brim- 


ſtone; which Words carry the greateſt Terror 
with them, and whoſe Sound muſt make the 
| Guilty to tremble, though never ſa abandon'd 
to all manner of Wickedneſs; for, ſays the 


Prophet TJaiah, ho can dwell with everlaſting | 


. 
The Merchants and Traders of Great Bri- 
tain have received very great Damages by the 
Pirates of late Years; but whatſoever Miſchiefs 
they may have done, it is not poſſible they 
could have ranged the Seas, and have made 
the Havock they have done, in plundering, 
taking, and burning ſuch a Number of Veſ- 
ſels, had there not been a moſt ſhameful Dege- 
neracy in the Sea-faring People, from their 
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However, I cannot but in Juſtice to the 
Commanders, attribute it to the Common Sea» 
men not having ſhewn a Readineſs to fight, 
but inſtead of it, a Willingneſs in ſome on 
Board almoſt of every Ship, to turn Pirates, in 
order to partake even of the Money and Goods 
therein, that ſo many Veſſels have been ſo 
tamely delivered up to, or ſo eaſily taken by 
the Pirates ; becauſe the Law is very expreſs, 

That if any Maſter yields up his Ship to 
© Pirates without fighting, he ſhall be after- 
F wards incapable of taking Charge of any En- 

£ gliſþ Veſſel as Commander, 

But notwithſtanding: ſome of the common 
Seamen have ſhewn a Diſpoſition, by their un- 
willingneſs to fight, of turning Pirates, in- 

tereſting themſelves in the Crew as ſoon as 

their Ship was taken; yet it is not to be ima- 
gined, but that there have been many others 
on board of Ships which have been taken, who, 
though they were backward of engaging of 
Pirates, were far from going over to them, or 
approving their wicked and profligate Courſe 

ot Life; but ſuch Perſons muſt have been 1g- 

norant of the Puniſhment they were liable to, 

in refuſing to fight when commanded by their 

Captain : The Law 1s expreſs, * That any Sea- 

man refuſing to fight, when commanded, 

* ſhall loſe all his Wages, ſuch Goods as he ſhall 

have in the Ship, and be impriſoned fix | 

„„ 

As this is expreſly the Law for puniſhing 
any Seamen- who ſhall refuſe to fight, when 
commanded by the Captain; ſo it is alſo, 

That any Seaman uttering of Words to diſ- 
fgourage others from fighting when _— 13 
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ed, ſhall likewiſe loſe all his Wages due, 
«* ſuch Goods as he ſhall have in the Ship, and 
© be impriſoned fix Months: And that if any 
© Mariner lay violent Hands on his Com- 
© mander, to hinder him from fighting in De- 
_ © fence of the Ship, he ſhall ſufter Death as a 
£ Felon. Yoo Dr ITT 
Though theſe Penalties may be the Means of 
obliging ſome Seamen, as well as every Com- 
mander to fight in the Defence of his Ship; 
yet it is not ſo effectual a way of engaging 
them to do it, as the giving them Rewards 
and Encouragements. The Laws have there- 
fore provided, That the Seamen fhall have 
given them a Sum of Money, nor exceeding 
IT wo per Cent. of the Value of any Ship and 
Cargo, that by Fighting they ſhall prevent the 
© falling into the Hands of the Pirates; which 
in molt Ships of Burden muſt amount to a 
conſiderable Sum of Money for the Share of 
GG Ee 
But as in defending themſelves, the Com- 
mander and Seamen of any Ship attacked by 
Pirates are entitled to this Reward, ſo it may 
thereby ſo happen that they may ſo diſable the 
Pirate Ship or Veſlel, as to put them into their 
Power, and take them; in which Caſe they are 
not only entitled to a Share of the Pirate Ship, 
and the Effects on board her, but alſo to the 
Rewards promiſed by his Majeſty's Royal Pro- 
clamation for the ſuppreſſing of Pirates. And 
it is provided by Law, That if any Seaman | 


bor Mariner ſhall, in defending his Ship, or 


in raking or deſtroying any Pirate, be wound- 
ed or maimed, he is to be admitted into, 
Fand provided for in Greenwich Hoſpital, pre- 
FTT ferable 


Ts 


© ferable - to any other Seaman or Mariner, 


< -who is diſabled from Service, or getting a 


* a Livelihood, becauſe of his Age. R 

As it is highly neceſſary that great Revntde 
and; Encouragements ſhould be given to all 
thoſe who ſhall, either defend their own Ships, 
or take and deſtroy Pirates ; ſo nothing ſeems 
more reaſonable, than that exemplary Puniſh- 


ment ſhould be inflicted on all thoſe Perſons 
Who ſhall wilfully caſt away, burn, or other- 
wiſe deſtroy any Ship or Veſſel; that Encou- 


ragement ſhould be given for the Diſcovery of 
any Combination and Confederacy, for the run- 


ning away with any Ship or Veſſel; that Sea- | 


men ſhould be prevented from deſerting Mer- 
chant Ships in Foreign Countries; that Com- 
manders of Merchant Ships ſhould be puniſhed 
for wilfully leaving any Seaman on Shore in Parts 
beyond the Seas; and that not only the Cap- 


Ny and other Officers of his Mzjeſty's ps N 
or Veſſels of War ſhould be prevented in re- 
ceiving on board any Goods and Merchandizes, 


and trading there with; but that Articles and 
Orders ſhould be eſtabliſhed by Act of Parlia- 
ment, for the Regulating and Tater Govern- 


ment of the Navy Royal, or Forces at Sea. 
The greateſt and moſt noble Judicature upon 


Earth thus expreſſed themſelves, in an Addreſs 
which they preſented to her late Majeſty Queen 


Anne, on Monday the 1ſt of March 1706-7, with 


Which I ſhall conclude this Chapter. 


©. It is a moſt undoubted Maxim, That = 5 
- Honour, Security and Wealth of this King- 


dom, does depend upon the Protect ion and 
© Encouragement of Trade, and the improving 
: Land! een che Naval 9 
ther 


7979 

(635) 3 
Other Nations, who were formerly great and 
© powerful at Sea, have by Negligence and 
Miſmanagement loſt their Trade, and ſeen 
© their Maritime Strength entirely ruined ; 
therefore we do in the moſt earneſt manner 
beſeech your Majeſty, that the Sea-Affairs 
may always be your firſt and particular Care : 
We humbly hope, that it will be your Ma je- 
ſy's chief and conſtant Inſtruction to all, who 
ſhall have the Honour to be employ'd in your 
Councils, and in the Adminiſtration of Af- 
fairs, that they be continually intent and 
watchful in what concerns the Trade and 
Fleet; and that every one of them may be 
made to know, it is his particular Charge to 
take Care the Seamen be encouraged, the 
Trade protected, Diſcipline reſtored, and a 
new Spirit and Vigour put into the whole 

Adminiſtration of the Navy. 1 
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_ 1. Te CONCLUSION. 


pJaviNG thus treated of the Laws for the 
4 puniſhing of Pirates, and Acceſlaries to 
Piracy, I cannot conclude this Diſcourſe with- 
out making a few Obſervations. : 
It is the preſent Happineſs and Glory of 
Great- Britain, that it is not only Maſter of the 
greateſt Number of Ships of War, but that it 
can muſter in the ſhorteſt Time, the beſt and 
moſt conſiderable Body of able Seamen, as well 
to fight as navigate them, of any Prince or 
State in the World; which is entirely owing 
to the Greatneſs of its Trade, and the Exten- 
ſiveneſs of its Commerce, beyond that of any 
JJ 8 HIER 
And as it is an undoubted Truth, that this 
Nation can flouriſh' only by Trade, and will 
be moſt formidable by the right Application of 
its Naval Force; nothing is more certain, than 
that it is for the Intereſt and Reputation of 
Eereat-Britain to have always a great Strengtly 
EM... ARS: 
The Ships and Seamen of this Kingdom are 
its proper and natural Strength and Security: 
From whence it follows, that the Encourage- 
ment of the Trade, Seamen, and the good Ma- 
nagement of the Navy, muſt be ever of the 
8 Impoortance to the Proſperity and 
Greatneſs of the Nation. . 
The 
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The Seamen are a Race of People the moſt 


valuable to us, on many Accounts, but parti- 
cularly as they Man the Navy Royal, which 


Fo 1s the Kingdom's chief Defence ; and FR the y 


are a Body of brave Men, and ſubje& to the 
greateſt Dangers, and may with good Uſage be 
_ eaſily wrought upon to look Death in the Face 
with uncommon Chearfulneſs on all Occaſions, 
the greateſt Care ought to be taken of them; 
they ſhould have as little Room as poſſible left 
them to complain of Hardſhips, and be always 
treated in ſuch a manner, as that they may be 
encouraged to encreaſe : And tho" there are no 
Sea-faring People in Europe have equal or near 
the Advantages as the Britiſh Seamen, whether 
we conſider the Greatneſs of their Wages, or 
the Goodneſs of their Proviſions, and this not 
only in the Employment of the Government, 
but alſo of the Merchants of Great-Britain ; yet, 
in order to prevent any of them from entering or 
going into the Service of any foreign Prince or 
State, and the more effectually to retain every 
one of them in the Service of their Country, it 
were to be wiſhed, as well for the Sakes of 
the Mariners, as for the more effectual Preſer- 
vation and the Security of the Trade of Great 
f Britain, if upon Conſideration here upon it 
was found wanting, the neceflary Proviſions 
were made by the Legiſlature. os A - 
The Parliament of Eugland were ſo ſenſible 
of the Advantages which muſt accrue to the 
Nation, by the giving Rewards, that in the 


Year 1649, for the Encouragement of Seamen 


and Mariners, to apply themſelves the more 
willingly to the Service of the Common-wealth, 
they enacted, © ag Le Ship or Ships Fa | 
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the Parliament ſnoufd take, ſurprize, or re- 
Aduce any Ship or private Man of War, Ene- 
nes to the Parliament, or that did diſturb 


<'the Peace of the Common-ealth, or infeſt 


the Seas, and hinder the free Trade and 


Traffick of Merchants, and other good 


People, by Sea, ſhould! receive for Reward, 


Dover and above their Wages, not only 20 |, | 


for each Piece of Ordinance in an Admiral, 
460. in a Vice-Admiral, 12 J. in 4. Rear-Ad- 
© miral, and 10 f. in any other Ship of War, 
© alters, ſunk, fired, or by any other Ways or 
2 Means deſtroy'd bur: the full Value of all; 
© and every Ship or Ships, and the Goods there- 
jn, to be diſtributed among the Officers and 
4 Mariners of the reſpective Ship that ſhould be 
acting in the ſaid Service, and the Widows, 
Children, and impotent Parents ine ſuch as 
4 * ſhould be ſlain; 15 
It does not appear that che were Wodarz 
given by Parliament, either during the Reign 
of King Charles the IId. or King Milliam the 
IIId. nor were any given in the Reign of Queen 
Ann, until the Sixth Year, when the Parlia- 
ment, taking the Management of the Naval 
Affairs into Conſideration, for the better and 


more effectual Encouragement of the Sea Ser- 


vice, paſſed an Act, entitled, An Act for the 
better Securing the Trade of this Kingdom, by the 
Cruivers and Convos; wherein it was enacted, 
Aha not only any Ship or Ships of War, Pri- 
©'yateer, Merchant Ship, or other Veſſel, taken 


7 as Prize, by any of her Majeſty's Ships do 


War, or Privateers, ſhould after Condemna- 
tion be their ſole Property; but that the Ot- 
fees a and Seamen E any Ship or Ships 
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of War, or Privateer; ſhould alſo be paid by 
© the Treaſurer of the Navy, Five Pounds for 
* Beginning of the Engagement. 5 
As the Parliament of Exgland judged. it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, for the better and more ef- 


fectual Encouragement. of the Sea -Service, to 


give theſe Rewards to thoſe Commanders, Of- 


ficers, and Seamen, who ſhould take and de- 


ſtroy any Ship or Ships, or Privateers, of the 
Enemies, which. had a wonderful Effect in re- 
ducing the Number of Enemy's Ships of War, 
and Privateers, and tended greatly to the Se- 


curity of the Trade of the Kingdom; fo I 
cannot but conclude, that if the like or equal 
Encouragement was eſtabliſned by Act of Par- 


liament, for the taking any Enemy or Pirate, 


and payable by the Treaſurer of the Navy, it 


would be ſoon one great Means of putting an 
End to any Number of Pirates infeſting the 
Seas, and interrupting the Trade of Great- Bri- 
tain, in Time of Peace, as well as any Ships of 


War or. Privateer of an Enemy s in Time of 


War. 


I am ſenſible it will be objected, that it 


may occaſion great Sums of Money to be rais'd, 


as well in Time of War as Peace. To anſwer 
the ſame, to ſuch I ſhall only ſay, That no 
Sums of Money can be thought by a Parlia- 


* 


ment more juſtly and reaſonable to be raiſed 
and paid, than ſuch Sums as immediately tend 


to the Protection and Security of the Commerce 
of the Kingdom, upon which its very Safety 
and Proſperity entirely depend; and when only 


fürn to thoſe, who are Subjects of it, and who 
ſpend every Penny of it, either by themſelves 


every Man that was living a-board, at the 
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ot by their Families in it, and for the deſtroy- 
ing of Enemies or Pirates, who make it their 
Buſineſs to prey on the Commerce of the Na- 
tion; in which, if they ſucceed, as the Trading 
Stock of the Kingdom is greatly leſſened, and 
the Duties of Cuſtoms and Exciſes greatly de- 
creaſed, ſo by preventing as well Enemies in 
Time of War, as Pirates in Time of Peace, 
from interrupting the Trade of Great-Britain, 
the Kingdom muſt be a much greater Gainer 
than it can poſſibly be a Looſer by any Sum of 
Money that can be demanded of the Govern- 
ment tor taking or deſtroying either Enemies 
or Pirates: And ſuch an Opinion have I of a 
Britiſh Parliament, that were it enacted, that 
the Treaſurer of the Navy ſhould pay to the 
Commander, other Officers, and Seamen of his 
Majeſty's Ships of War, a certain Sum a Head 
for every Enemy or Pirate they ſhould take or 
deſtroy, and by Reaſon of ſuch Services the 
Navy ſhould become indebted a great Sum of 
Money unprovided for, I am perſwaded they 
Will readily raiſe the Sum neceſſary to r it. 
. Suppoling that in Time of Peace, a thouſand 
Pirates in different Parties were preying upon 
the Trade of the Nation, is it not richly worth 
the Coſt, for the Publick to give 20, ooo J. for 
the taking and deſtroying them ? I think the 
Sum of 20,600]. over and above the Expence 
of the Ships of War employed on ſuch Ser- 
vice, will bear no manner of Proportion to the 
Damages ſuch = Number of Men are capable 
of doing to the 'Trade and Navigation of Great 
Britain; and that 50,0001. a Year would not 
be Money ill beſtowed in Time of War, for the 
taking and deſtroying of 10,000 of the Ene- 
fy | IT. 7 | my, 
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my, with the Ships. ſuch a Number of Men 
are capable of mannining. 
Tho' I have propoſed what I have, J am far 
from agreeing with many Perſons, that the 
Engliſp Officers and Seamen are degenerated 
from their Predeceſſors, that they do not think 
it ſufficient Reward to merit the Applauſe and 
Honour of having done their Duty in fighting 
and deſtroying the Ships of the Enemies of 
their Country; nor entirely agree to the Say- 
ing of an Exgliſþ Admiral, That no Men 
« fight ſo well as thoſe who fight for a For- 
Kg ns yy, 
It is declared in the Preamble to an Act 
paſſed in the Reign of his late Majeſty King 
William, entitled, An Aci for the Encreaſe and 
Encouragement of Seamen, That the Strength 
© and Safety of this, and other his Majeſty's 
© Realms and Dominions, do very much depend 
© upon the furniſhing and ſupplying of his Ma- 
© jeſty's Royal Navy with a competent Number 
© of able Mariners and Seamen, which may be 
© at all Times in a Readineſs for that Service; 
| © and that as the Seamen of this Kingdom have 
for a long Time diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
throughout the World, by their Induſtry and 
* Skilfulneſs in their Employments, and by their 
© Courage and Conſtancy manifeſted in Engage- 
© ments, for the Defence and Honour of their 
© Native Country ; and for an Encouragement to 
* them to maintain this their antient Reputa- 
© tion, and to invite a greater Number of his 
© Majeſty's Subjects to betake themſelves to the 
© Sea, it is fit and reaſonable that ſome compe- 
tent Proviſton ſhould be made, that Seamen, 
* who by Age, Wounds, or other 3 | 


© ſhall become diſabled fob Ana Service at 
© Sea, and ſhall not be ini a Condition to main- 
© tain themſelves comfortably, may not fall un- 
der Hardſhips and Miſeries, but may be ſup- 
© ported at the publick Charge; and that is 
(Children of ſuch diſabled Seamen, and alſo the 
© Widows and Children of ſuch Seamen as ſhall 
© be ſlain; killed or drowned, in the Sea-Service, 
may in ſome reaſonable Manner de n 
for and educated. 10 1 
By this Act a real "IP pv was 1 * 
his building of Greenwich Hoſpital, and making 
a very comfortable Proviſion tor a conſiderable 
Number of diſabled Seamen, and the Widows 
of Seamen, ſlain or drowned, and the Educa- 
tion of their Children, till they; are able to 
maintain themſelves; and. the Money thereby 
iven for ſuch Services is continued to be duly 
collected, and it is to be hoped, as duly appro- 
priated. But the Clauſe therein, for giving 
a Bounty; and other Advantages to regiſtered 
Seamen, and all Clauſes, ſo far as they con- 
cerned the Regiſtering of Seamen, were repea- 
ted by an Act which paſſed the latter End of 
the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen Ann. 
I have thought much on this Subject, and 
: hive: long wiſhed ſomething was done by Par- 
liament, for the Encouragement of the Seamen 


of Ereat Britain, over and above the Pay they 


may be entitled to when in Service; Which I 
am in hopes of ſeeing done in this Time of 
Peace and Tranquility, ſince Jam informed 
Nr. Hurchet has fully digeſted and conſidered 
this Affair, by reducing into Writing ever 
Thing that can be almoſt poſſibly thought at, 
tor the, perfecting and fixing upon + ſol 
vie! oun- 


([eg) 
Foundation ſo great and * a Work; and 
he himſelf has publickly af the Wor 

will- moſt readily contribute all he is able to- 
wards: the eſtabliſhing what, in his humble 
Opinion, will ſo much tend to the Good of 


% 


his Country. 1 


I ſhall not preſume, after the Information 


I have had of Mr. 'Burcher's. having taken ſo 


great Pains in an Affair of ſuch Importance to 
the future Greatneſs and Proſperity of the Na- 


tion, ro propole any Scheme of my own, for 


the effectual retaining, in Time of Peace, a cer- 


tain Number of able-body'd' Seamen in the 
Publick Service, over and above the Number 
of Mariners, either yearly employ'd, or annuall 


provided for by Parliament: But this I will 
preſume to obſerve, that if the Practice of im- 


preſſing of Seamen for the manning of the 


Fleet, either in Time of War, or a conſiderable 


Number of Ships, on any great Occaſion, in 


Time of Peace, was entirely put an End to, 


and ſome Method rightly eſtabliſhed, where- 


by a certain Number of Seamen might be al- 


waysready at hand to ſerve on board the Na- 
vy Royal, it would not only be of the greateſt 
Service to the Publick, but highly pleaſing to 


the Trading Part of the Nation; and if ſome 


Regulation was made, whereby the Seamen 


might be prevented being cheated and impoſed 


upon, by the Maſters and Miſtreſſes of Pub- 
lick Houſes, and all thoſe who ſhall concern 
themſelves in purchaſing their Tickets or Wa- 
ges, it would greatly tend, not only to the 
Advantage of the Government, but the Benefit 
of the Seamen and their Families: But if to 
procure a Number of Seamen to be always 

1 „ ready 


ured the World, he 
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| ready at hand to go on board the Royal Na- 


vy, à conſiderable Sum may be neceſſary to be 
raiſed by Parliament annually, it is to be re- 
membered that the Money is not only expend- 
ed in the Kingdom, but given to retain in the 
Service of the Publick, a Number of Men, 


the moſt neceſſary of any in the Nation, and 
ſuch Men as no Money will be able to pro- 


cure, when the Government ſhall be in want 
of great Numbers of Seamen. 


8 The making a comfortable Proviſion for theſe 
Seamen, who may be maimed or wounded in 


the Merchan-Service, or by reaſon of their 
Age are incapable of going any longer to Sea 


and ſupporting themſelves, and that are not in- 
titled to, or cannot be taken into Greenwich Ho-— 


ſpital, is what is greatly wanted, to encourage 


Perſons more readily to betake themſelves to a 
Sea-faring Lite; and conſidering the Extenſive- 


neſs of the Trade of Great Britain, for ſo many 


Years paſt, it is a matter of Admiration that 
not any Step has been yet taken towards the do- 


ing it. As we are the greateſt People for Trade 


in the whole Commercial World, I cannot but 


conclude, this will be thought a moſt proper 


Time to enter upon a Deſign, worthy the Mer- 


chants of a Country, that carry on a Trade fo 
much larger than thoſe of any other; and which 


might be ſo eſtabliſhed, by laying a ſmall Duty 


per Ton on all Shipping, and by deducting a 


ſmall Sum in the Pound out of every Seaman's 
Wages, in the Merchants Service, as that in a 


few Years Hoſpitals may be erected, as well in 
or near the Cities of London and Briſtol, as in 
the Towns of Liverpool, Glaſgow, Plymouth, 
and Portſmoutin; and an Income, after that, an- 


nually 
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nually ariſing, ſufficient to maintain and pro- 
vide for a 81 conſiderable Number of maimed 
and wounded Seamen, and thoſe who are diſ- 
abled by reaſon of Age from going to Sea, or 
otherwiſe ſupporting themſelves, and the Wi- 
dows and Children of ſuch Perſons, as well as 
thoſe who may be killed or {lain in the Service 
of Merchants, and are not entitled to the Bene- 
fit of Greenwich Hoſpital. 6” 
We have had many private Perſons that have 
been great Benefactors to Mankind by the Pub- 
lick Hoſpitals and Alms, they have ere&ed 
and endowed in ſo many different Parts of the 
Kingdom; and many others who have been 
ſo charitable as to make great Additions to ſe- 
veral of them, by their Benefactions ſince their 
Ere&ion ; and were there but ſome Proviſion 
for the going on with ſo laudable a Work as is 
debe or were but Hoſpitals erected in 
| fome of the Places mentioned, I doubt not but 
there would be great Sums of Money given by 
thoſe who have been Merchants, and bred up to 
the Sea, as that the Hoſpitals would be en- 
larged both in their Building and the Number 
of People, Fe 7 8 
I know not what Proviſion of this kind is 
made in France, Spain, and other Countries, 
whoſe Governments are Arbitrary, for the Sup- 
port of their diſabled and aged Seamen ; but 
in Holland they have been remarkably careful of 
theirs, as we may find by the following Paſſage 
in Sir Milliam Temple. 1 6 
Charity, ſays Sir William, ſeems to be very 
National among them (rhe Dutch) tho' it be 
regulated by Orders of the Country, and not 
© uſually moved by the Common Objects of 
„ DEE K Compaſſion; 
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Compaſſion ; but it is ſeen in the admirable . - 
Proviſions that are made out of it for all ſorts 
of Perſons that can want, or ought to be kept 
in a Government. Among the many and va- 
rious Hoſpitals that are in every Man's Curi- 
oſity and Talk that travels their Country, 
I was affected with none more than that of 
the aged Seamen at Enchuſgen, which is con- 
trived, finiſhed, and ordered, as if it was done 
with a kind of Intention of ſome well-natur'd 
Man, that thoſe who had paſſed their whole 
Lives in the Hardſhips and Incommodities of 
the Sea, ſhould find a Retreat ſtored with all 
the Eaſes and Conveniencies that Age is capa- 
ble of feeling and enjoying; and here I met 
with the only Rich Man that ever I ſaw in my 
Life, for one of theſe old Seamen entertaining 
me a good while with the plain Series of his 


Fifty Years Voyages and Adventures, while 1 


was viewing their Hoſpital and the Church 


adjoining, I gave him at parting a Piece of 


their Coin, about the Value of a Crown; he 
took it ſmiling, and offer'd it me again; but 
when I refus'd it, he asked me what he ſhould 
do with the Money, for all that they ever 
wanted was provided for them at their Houſe ? 
I left him to overcome his Modeſty, as he 
could ; but a Servant coming after me, ſaw 
him give it a little Girl that opened the 
Church Door as ſhe paſs'd by him; which 
made me reflect upon the fantaſtical Calcula- 

tion of Riches and Poverty that is current 
in the World, by Which a Man that wants a 
Million is a Prince, he that wants but a 


Groat is a Beggar, and this was a poor Man 
that wanted nothing at all. 
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It is owing, in a great meaſure, to thoſe enter- 
priſing Men and brave Adventurers, Drake, For- 
 biſher, Hawkins, Raleigh, Cavendiſh, as well Cabol, 
Chancellor Lancaſter, Davis, and others, that Great 
Britain at preſent is not only ſo rich a Kingdom, 
but ſo powerful at Sea, and Maſter of fo conſi- 
derable a Number of Iſlands, and ſuch vaſt 
Tracts of Land in America, by means whereof 
great Employment is given to the Manufa- 
cturers and Mariners of this Kingdom, and 
ſuch a conſtant Vein of Treaſure is daily cen- 
tering in it. „„ EEO 

The Conſideration of what theſe Men un- 
dertook, ſome at their own Charge, ſome at 
the Charge of our Nobles and Great Men, and 
ſome at the Expence of the Crown, neceſſarily 
brings me to obſerve, that it would greatly re- 
dound to the Glory, Honour and Advantage of 
the Nation in this Time of Peace and general 
Tranquility, as well for the Government to be 
at the Expence of fitting out ſome Ships, as en- 
couraging private Perſons to fit out others, to 
explore new Seas and new Worlds; and to ob- 
tain a true Account of Countries, not yet or 
imperfectly diſcovered, that thoſe who ſucceed 
us may reap the Profit and Advantage thereof, 
as we have from the Diſcoveries of thoſe of our 
Countrymen I have juſt mentioned. 
hut thoꝰ it muſt be confeſs d, that they made 
great Diſcoveries, and that in this laſt Age 
many other Diſcoveries have been made by o- 
thers of our Countrymen; yet it is not there- 
fore to be imagined, that all Countries are diſ- 
covered that may be diſcovered, or that Great 
Britain will not, in Time to come, be in want 
of other Countries, or other People, (beſides car 
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who now do it, ) to take off its Product and Ma- 
nufactures, and employ its Navigations; and 
ſince we are undoubtedly the foremoſt Nation 
of the World for Maritime Affairs, whether 
Ve conſider the Number of our Ships and Ma- 
riners, or our People being the moſt experienced 
Navigators, and the braveſt and boldeſt Seamen 
upon the Ocean, it ſeems much more properly 
the Buſineſs of the Government of Great Britain 
to attempt the making Diſcoveries'of Coun- 
tries not yet or imperfectly diſcovered, than 
any other Nation. e 
And as I cannot but conclude it a Duty in- 
cumbent upon thoſe to whom our Monarchs 
ſhall in any degree commit the Adminiſtration 
of Publick Affairs, at all Times to think of, 
and do every Thing that is conducive not only to 
the Protection, Security, encouraging and en- 
larging of the Trade and Navigation of Great- 
Britain, but the Honour, Wealth and Power 
of this Kingdom; fo I promiſe my ſelf, from 
the Conſideration of the Advantages which 
muſt thereby accrue to the Nation, that the 
Government will not only readily undertake 
and promote, at all convenient Times and pro- 
per Opportunities, the Diſcovery of unknown 
Countries and new Places of 'Trade; but the 
Peopleing and Settling thoſe Iſlands, and vaſt 
Tracts of Land as yer uninhabited and unſet- 
tled, belonging to the Crown of Great Britain 
in America, whereby great Numbers of Sea- 
men, as well as other Perſons, may be uſefully 
and beneficially employed; who, it is proba- 
ble, otherwiſe for want of Buſineſs, may ſome 
af them employ themſelves in committing P1- 
racies, and others of them go into the Service 
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| of Foreign Countries; and that our Nobles 
and great Men will promote, by contributing 
Sums of Money, to ſuch Undertakings, as fo 
many of their Anceſtors did the ſettling of Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and other Colonie. 
His Grace the Duke of Montague has lately 
ſhewed a Spirit truly publick, in the Deſign he 
undertook, of peopleing and cultivating the 
Iſlands of St. Lucia and St. Vincent; which, 
though his Grace did not accompliſh, after the 
vaſt 8 and Expence he was at, in the 
Tranſportation of ſuch a Number of People, 
with Stores, and all manner of Neceſſaries and 
and Requiſites for Planting, by reaſon of the 
great Armament that was ſent by the Hench 
King's Orders, from Martinico to St. Lucia, 
obliging his People to depart from the ſaid 
Iſland, yet it muſt be allowed an Undertaking 
worthy his high Character; and as he thereby 
endeavoured himſelf, ſo has he ſhewn others of 
his Rank, the Way to increaſe the Riches, and 
advance the Grandeur of the Nation, accord- 
ing to Monſieur De Wit, who ſaid long ago, 
That England had very profitably erected di- 
verſe Colonies, and continued ſo doing in re- 
mote and uncultivated Countries, which 
added an incredible Strength to that Nation, 
and produced the greateſt Traffick and Navi- 
gation. Sq 3 5 
As I cannot but hope our Nobles and great 
Men will promote, by all Means poſſible, their 
Countrymen readily to undertake the making 
new Diſcoveries, and the ſettling new Colo- 
nies; ſo I cannot but recommend to the Sea- 
faring People of Great Britain, that they will 
5 behave 
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behave themſelves gallantly in their Services for 
their Country, as ſo many brave Engliſh Spi- 
its have done, to their immortal Honour. 
I had determined, when 1 ſet upon this 
Work, and accordingly prepared Materials, to 
have given not only an Account of the Voya- 
ges and Diſcoveries of the Engliſh , but alſo a 
Relation of the moſt memorable Actions per- 
formed at Sea, with the Boundaries of the Eu- 
gi Empire, or the Sovereignty of the Domi- 
nion of the King of Great Britain at Sea; but 
finding it would prove too voluminous for my 
Deſign, which was for ' the Uſe of the Sea-fa- 
ring Men in general of Great Britain, IJ omit- 
ted it. In the mean while I would recom- 
mend to ſuch as have it in their Power, the 
reading the Voyages of Drake and others, as 
well as the Actions of the Engliſh againſt the 
Spaniards, French and Dutch; whereby the Eu- 
liſþ will be found to be boldeſt Adventurers, 
as well as the braveſt Warriors at Sea. 1 
This Obſervation will ariſe by finding, that 
the Engliſh have been almoſt ever victorious at 
Sea; that they were never beat by an equal 
Number of Ships, and ſeldom by a ſuperior 
Force. 1 V 
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